
Explicit Instruction for Phonics Intervention 

Skill: Predictable vowel teams – au/aw, Week 1 
Instructional Day:  One 

Section Instructional Routine Time 

Warm-up 
Activities 

Review Activity:  Sight words speed drill with list of words.  
Word List:    play, next, there, the, friend, then, their, about, goes, were, first, when, together, 
goes, fall, small, around, green, blue, friend 2 min. 

Phonological 
Awareness and 
Articulation of 

Skill 

Activate Phonemic Awareness:  Say the word taught. What vowel sound do you hear? 
/o/.  Say the word paw.  What vowel sound do you hear? 
 

Articulation: Not necessary because /o/ was previously taught. 3 min. 

Letter-Sound 
Correspondence 

Letter sound Correspondence:  The /o/ sound can be written many ways. We are going 
to learn au and aw spellings.  Teacher writes words on the board and focuses students on the au and 
aw spelling representing the sound /o/. 

 
Word List: haul, hauled, Paul, Saul, fault, mauled, cause, sauce, pause, paused , clause, prawn, 
clause, caught, fawn, lawn, yawn, 

2 min. 

Word Reading 
Blending Routines 

(sound-by-sound or 
continuous) 

Word Reading List:   Paul, haul, saw, paw, law, jaw, flaw, crawl, Saul,fault, cause, sauce, 
pause, paused , clause, prawn, caught 

I Do:  Show a word card. Think aloud “When I see au it says /o/. Remembering that au says /o/, 
this word is haul. Let's try one together.”   Tap under each sound having students produce each 
sound then blend. 

We Do:  Teacher shows the next word, Paul.What do the letters au say? (/o/) Read the word 
Paul.    
You Do:  Show the students various words with au spelling of /o/.  Students will read the words.   

5 min. 

Word Work 

Word Building Words:  Word Chain with Whiteboards:   Chain 1: haul, Paul, Saul, fault; 
Chain 2: saw paw, jaw, flaw, crawl 
I Do:  Model chain 1 for students.Encode the word haul. Change haul to Paul.  Each time talk about 
flexing the word spelling. Tell students how the letter  pattern au did not change and the sound 
stays the same.   

We Do:  Have students write the word saw,   

You Do:   Complete chain 2.  

5 min. 

Dictation 
 
haul, Paul, Saul, fault,jaw, flaw,mauls, hauled 3 min. 

Text Application 
1.  Have students identify the words in story one that contain the targeted skill. 
2. Read the identified words. 
3. Read Story One. 

10 
min. 



 

Explicit Instruction for Phonics Intervention 

Skill: Predictable vowel teams – au/aw, Week 1 
Instructional Day:  Two 

Section Instructional Routine Time 

Warm-up 
Activities 

Review Activity:   Sight words speed drill with list of words.    
 
Word List:     Use appropriate grade level Dolch word list. 2 min. 

Phonological 
Awareness and 
Articulation of 

Skill 

Activate Phonemic Awareness:  Say the word flaw. What vowel sound do you hear? /o/.  
Say the word gaunt.  What vowel sound do you hear? 
 

Articulation: Not necessary because /o/ was previously taught. 3 min. 

Letter-Sound 
Correspondence 

Letter sound Correspondence:  The /o/ sound can be written many ways. We are going 
to learn au and aw spellings.  Teacher writes words on the board and focuses students on the au and 
aw spelling representing the sound /o/. 

 
Word List: haul, hauled, Paul, Saul, fault, mauled, cause, sauce, pause, paused, clause, prawn, 
clause, caught, fawn, lawn, yawn, 

2 min. 

Word Reading 
Blending Routines 

(sound-by-sound or 
continuous) 

Word Reading List:   Paul, haul, saw, paw, law, jaw, flaw, crawl, Saul,fault, cause, sauce, 
pause, paused , clause, prawn, caught 

I Do:  Show a word card. Think aloud “When I see au it says /o/. Remembering that au says /o/, 
this word is haul. Let's try one together.”   Tap under each sound having students produce each 
sound then blend. 

We Do:  Teacher shows the next word, pause.What do the letters au say? (/o/)  Read the word 
Paul.    
You Do:  Show the students various words with au spelling of /o/.  Students will read the words 
with a partner.   

5 min. 

Word Work 

Word Building Words:  Word Chain with Whiteboards:   Chain 1:Paul, paw, crawl, haul; 
Chain 2: saw, Saul,maul, law, flaw,shawl 
I Do:  Model chain 1 for students.Encode the word Paul. Change Paul to paw.  Each time talk about 
flexing the word spelling.  

We Do:  Have students write the word saw   

You Do:   Complete chain 2. 

5 min. 

Dictation 
Paul saw the claw. 
Haul a saw to the woods. 
 

3 min. 

Text Application 
1. Read story one with identified target words. 
2. Read clean copy of story one. 10 

min. 



 

Explicit Instruction for Phonics Intervention 

Skill:  Predictable vowel teams – au/aw, Week 1 
Instructional Day:  Three 

 
 

Section Instructional Routine Time 

Warm-up 
Activities 

Review Activity:   Popcorm Sight words.  Students take turns “popping” out of their chairs to 
read sight words.   
 
Word List:    Use appropriate grade level Dolch word list. 

2 min. 

Phonological 
Awareness and 
Articulation of 

Skill 

Activate Phonemic Awareness: The students will snap their fingers when they hear the 
/o/ sound. 

Articulation:   Discuss the position of the mouth when forming the /o/ sound 

 

If skill is secure, then spend this time in text application. 

3 min. 

Letter-Sound 
Correspondence 

Letter sound Correspondence:  Give students a card with the /o/sound.  Teacher reads 
from a list of words, students hold up a card when they hear the /o/ sound 

 
Word List:   raw, sprawl, bawl, awl, caw, aw, draw, Paul, Saul, law, Paw, claw, flaw, crawl, jaw, 

boy, cube, hood, core, numb, bird, dark, hair, bare,  
 

If skill is secure, then spend this time in text application. 

2 min. 

Word Reading 
Blending Routines 

(sound-by-sound or 
continuous) 

Word Reading List:    Paul, haul, saw, paw, law, jaw, flaw, crawl, Saul,fault, cause, sauce, 
pause, paused , clause, prawn, caught 

I Do:  Place column labels on board.  Model sorting /o/ words under proper heading. 

We Do:   Ask students to help sort the words in to the appropriate columns. 

You Do:  Have students take turns sorting words correctly.    

5 min. 

Word Work 

Word Building Words:   law, raw, sprawled, bawl. draw, paul, Saul, cause 

I Do  Remember, we have studied two spellings for /o/.  I am going to say some words and think 
about how to spell them.  Watch me.  Model encoding law by flexing with both the law and lau 
spelling. 

We Do:  Help me decide whether to use aw/au in these words.   

You Do:  Take turns with your partner spelling these words.   

5 min. 

Dictation 

Paul will haul the wood. 
The cat will crawl on his paws. 

3 min. 

Text Application 
1. Identify target words in story 2. 
2. Read story 2.   10 

min. 



 

Explicit Instruction for Phonics Intervention 

Skill:  Predictable vowel teams – au/aw, Week 1 
Instructional Day:  Four 

Section Instructional Routine Time 

Warm-up 
Activities 

Review Activity:   Popcorm Sight words.  Students take turns “popping” out of their chairs to 
read sight words.   
 
Word List:    Use appropriate grade level Dolch word list. 

2 min. 

Phonological 
Awareness and 
Articulation of 

Skill 

Activate Phonemic Awareness:    
Articulation:   
 
 

If skill is secure, then spend this time in text application. 

3 min. 

Letter-Sound 
Correspondence 

Letter sound Correspondence:   
 
Word List:    
 

If skill is secure, then spend this time in text application. 

2 min. 

Word Reading 
Blending Routines 

(sound-by-sound or 
continuous) 

Word Reading List:    fraught, caught, taunt, flaunt, vault, Paul, haul, saw, paw, law, jaw, 
flaw, crawl, Saul,fault, cause, sauce, pause, paused , clause, prawn, caught 
I Do:  Model an open sort of /o/ words by grouping words by spelling. 

We Do:   Ask students to help sort the words into the appropriate columns. 

You Do:  Have partners sort word cards. Have students explain their reasoning for their category 
labels. 

5 min. 

Word Work 

Word Building Words:    
I Do:  Teacher shows pictures with Elkonin boxes under pictures. Teacher demonstrates writing 
letters to spell fawn.  

We Do:  Students will do one together.    

You Do:    Students do individual pictures. 

Word List:    fawn, dawn, lawn, pawn, jaw    

5 min. 

Dictation 

Paul gnaws 
Saul's paws 

3 min. 

Text Application 

1. Read story two. 

10 
min. 



 

Explicit Instruction for Phonics Intervention 

Skill:  Predictable vowel teams – au/aw, Week 1 
Instructional Day:  Five 

Section Instructional Routine Time 

Warm-up 
Activities 

Review Activity:   Popcorm Sight words.  Students take turns “popping” out of their chairs to 
read sight words.   
 
Word List:    Use appropriate grade level Dolch word list. 

2 min. 

Phonological 
Awareness and 
Articulation of 

Skill 

Activate Phonemic Awareness:  
Articulation:    
 
 

If skill is secure, then spend this time in text application. 

3 min. 

Letter-Sound 
Correspondence 

Letter sound Correspondence:    
 
Word List:   
 

If skill is secure, then spend this time in text application. 

2 min. 

Word Reading 
Blending Routines 

(sound-by-sound or 
continuous) 

Word Reading List:    fraught, caught, taunt, flaunt, vault, raw, caw, bawl, draw, fault, brawl 

I Do:  Model an open sort of /o/ words by grouping words by spelling. 

We Do:   Ask students to help sort the words into the appropriate columns. 

You Do:  Have partners sort word cards. Have students explain their reasoning for their category 
labels.  

5 min. 

Word Work 

Word Building Words:   caught, taunt, flaunt, vault, raw, caw 

I Do:   Teacher shows an aw word and stresses the middle sound resulting from the aw 
combination.   

We Do:   Student comes to the board and writes words given by the teacher.   

You Do:   Students are given their own dry erase board to practice word building.   

5 min. 

Dictation 

Draw a crow with a big claw. 

3 min. 

Text Application 

1. Read story three. 
2. Formative Assessment:  Student should read targeted skill words with the goal being 95% 

accuracy.   10 
min. 



 

Explicit Instruction for Phonics Intervention 

Target Words For Predictable vowel teams – au/aw Stories 
 
 

 

Story 1 Story 2 Story 3 
Skill Specific 
New words 

(10-14) 

Skill Specific 
 New Words  

(5-7) 

Skill Specific 
Words From  
Story 1  (5-7) 

Skill Specific 
New words 

(10-14 words) 
 

Paul 
 

raw  
 

flaw  
 

fawn 
 

haul  
 

caw  
 

Paul  
 

shawl 
 

saw  
 

bawl  
 

saw  
 

Shawn 
 

maul  
 

aw  
 

claw  
 

Mrs. Law 
 

Paul  
 

sprawled  
 

maul  
 

lawn  
 

paw’s 
 

draw  
 

Saul  
 

fawn  
 

Saul  
 

fault  
  

crawled  
 

Dawn  
 

claw 
 

brawl  
 
 

 
shawl  

 
jaw  

 
drawn 

  
hawk  

 
crawl  

   
flaunt 

 
law  

   

 
flaw  

   

 
 

   

 



 

 

Explicit Instruction for Phonics Intervention 

Instructional Focus:  Predictable vowel teams au/aw, Week 1 

 

 

Story Number: 1 

 

 

Paul and His Dog, Saul 
 

Paul had to haul a saw to the woods.  The man had a maul, 

but had left his saw at his Paw’s.  Paul took his pet dog, Saul, 

who had a sick paw and claw.  It was bad luck for Saul who 

had been in a brawl with a dog that had a strong jaw.  Poor 

Saul had to crawl to get around.  Paul called the law about 

the bad dog.  They said it was Paul’s fault because his fence 

had a flaw.  This fence let the bad dog get onto Paul’s land 

and claw Saul. 



 

Explicit Instruction for Phonics Intervention 

Instructional Focus:  Predictable vowel teams – au/aw, Week 1 
 

 

Story Number: 2 

 

 

Paul Draws 
 

     Paul saw a crow in the field pecking at raw corn.  He heard 

the crow say, “Caw, caw” and Paul began to bawl.  Then he 

said, “Aw, that’s just a crow calling, “Caw, caw.”   

     Paul wanted to draw a crow with a big claw.  He sprawled 

on the floor with his paper.  He crawled to his Papaw Saul and 

said, “Watch me draw.”  Papaw Saul watched him draw and 

said, “I see a flaw in what you have drawn.”  Paul said, “Don’t 

find fault Papaw Saul.”  Paul and his Papaw got in a brawl. 

 



 

Explicit Instruction for Phonics Intervention 

Instructional Focus:  Predictable vowel teams – au/aw, Week 1 
 

 

Story Number: 3 

 

 

The Fawn and the Shawl 
 

     Shawn and Mrs. Law were going to sit on the lawn at 

school.  They saw a fawn.  They fed it some straw.  Dawn 

came out with a shawl.  A hawk clawed the shawl and left 

with it. 

     Shawn and Shawna looked on the lawn for the shawl.  

Dawn looked in the trees.  The hawk came back with the 

shawl at dawn.  The hawk dropped it on the fawn.  Shawn, 

Shawna, Mrs. Law, and Dawn went to the lawn and got the 

shawl off of the fawn.  Dawn will not flaunt her shawl again. 
 

 

 



Explicit Instruction for Phonics Intervention 

Skill: Predictable vowel teams – au/aw, Week 2 
Instructional Day:  One 

Section Instructional Routine Time 

Warm-up 
Activities 

Review Activity:  Teacher will say words and students will give thumbs up for words with the 
long a sound and thumbs down for words without the short a sound. 
   
Word List:  long a:  skate, Jay, fade, grace, way, aim, chain, Braille, grape, maze, gray, clay, faith 
                            short a: clap, blast, ramp, that, drag, hack, splash, clan, fact, lash, add, trap, ham  

 

2 min. 

Phonological 
Awareness and 
Articulation of 

Skill 

Activate Phonemic Awareness:   Say the word awful and ask students what sound they 
hear at the beginning of the word.  Then say the word draw and ask students where the /ô/ sound is 
in that word. 

 
Articulation:   Let children practice making the /ô/ sound.  The back part of the tongue is mid-
height in the mouth and your lips form a small circle. The jaw is dropped. Model making the sound 
while students watch themselves in mirrors as they make the /ô/ sound. 

3 min. 

Letter-Sound 
Correspondence 

Letter sound Correspondence: The students are given letter cards with aw.  The teacher 
will say words with or without the target sound and students will raise their cards for each word that 
contains the target sound. 

 
Word List:   Paul, Saul, taught, crawl, draw, hawk, straw 
Words without /ô/:  Pat, tune, kit, hand, stain, sun 

2 min. 

Word Reading 
Blending Routines 

(sound-by-sound or 
continuous) 

Word Reading List:  Paul, Saul, taught, crawl, draw, hawk 

I Do:  Blend and read each word card. 

We Do: Blend and read each word card with students (choral response).  Students will chorally 
read word cards. 

You Do: Each child orally reads word cards to a partner.  The teacher listens to each child sound 
out the words and provides feedback as needed. 

5 min. 

Word Work 

Word Building Words:  Paul, Saul, taught, crawl, draw, hawk 

I Do:   Show letter cards for “au” “augh” and “aw” and demonstrate the sound /ô/.  Using other 
letter cards build the words taught and crawl and read each word aloud demonstrating the blending 
of each word. 

We Do:  With student input, manipulate the magnetic letters to create new words draw, hawk.  
Ask students to say the sounds and then to say the word. 

You Do:  Place students in pairs to manipulate magnetic letters to spell and read words on word 
list. 

5 min. 

Dictation 
 
Paul, Saul, taught, crawl, draw, hawk 3 min. 

Text Application 

1.  Have students identify the words in story one that contain the targeted skill. 
2. Read the identified words. 
3. Read Story One. 10 

min. 



 

Explicit Instruction for Phonics Intervention 

Skill: Predictable vowel teams au/aw, Week 2 
Instructional Day:  Two 

Section Instructional Routine Time 

Warm-up 
Activities 

Review Activity:    Students will take turns flashing a light on a sight word card on the wall.  
Students will read sight words chorally as each is highlighted. 

 
Word List:  Grade level appropriate Dolch words 

 

2 min. 

Phonological 
Awareness and 
Articulation of 

Skill 

Activate Phonemic Awareness:  Students will use their fingers to represent sounds in 
/ô/ words with oral segmentation. 

Word List: straw, lawn, taught, Paul, crawl 

Articulation:   Let children practice making the /ô/ sound.  The back part of the tongue is mid-
height in the mouth and your lips form a small circle.  The jaw is dropped. 

3 min. 

Letter-Sound 
Correspondence 

Letter sound Correspondence:  Show the three different spellings of /ô/.  Give each 
student a list of words with the /ô/ spelling in different positions.  Have students circle “aw” “augh” 
or “au” in each word. 

 
Word List:   Paul, Saul, taught, crawl, draw, hawk, straw 

2 min. 

Word Reading 
Blending Routines 

(sound-by-sound or 
continuous) 

Word Reading List:  Paul, Saul, taught, crawl, draw, hawk, straw 

I Do:  Choose a card from the word deck below and read the word aloud.  Do a “think aloud” after 
saying the word. 

We Do:  Turn over one card at a time from the deck of word cards.  Ask students to sound the 
word out silently, and then say it together on cue. 
You Do: Each child silently reads words form an individual stack of cards including only /ô/ words 
below.  Listen to each student read his stack and provide feedback. 

5 min. 

Word Work 

Word Building Words: Word Chain #1:  draw, straw, craw, crawl 
 I Do:   Watch me use my magnetic letter tiles.  To spell the word Paul place the P in front of the au 
tiles and the l after the au tiles.  There are three sounds, but it is spelled with four letters.  Let’s 
make one together. 

We Do. The word is Saul.  What letter do we need to change?  Change the P to S to make Saul.  
Ask where the /ô/ sound is in the word.  How many letters? (4)  How many sounds? (3) 

You Do:  Have students each create the word chain listed above using magnetic letters on a 
board. 

5 min. 

Dictation 

 
 
Paul, Saul, taught, crawl, draw, hawk, straw 

3 min. 

Text Application 

1. Read story one with identified target words. 
2. Read clean copy of story one. 

10 
min. 



 

Explicit Instruction for Phonics Intervention 

Skill: Predictable vowel teams au/aw, Week 2 
Instructional Day:  Three 

Section Instructional Routine Time 

Warm-up 
Activities 

Review Activity:  Students will play “BANG” by placing Dolch word cards in a standing paper 
bag (along with a BANG! card). As each child removes a card, she reads the sight word aloud.  If 
correct, she keeps the card.  Play continues until a player picks the BANG! card.  Then all cards are 
placed back in the bag, and the game resumes.   
Word List: Grade level appropriate Dolch words 

2 min. 

Phonological 
Awareness and 
Articulation of 

Skill 

Activate Phonemic Awareness:    If additional practice is needed, see 
previous lessons. 
 
Articulation:  
 
 

If skill is secure, then spend this time in text application. 

3 min. 

Letter-Sound 
Correspondence 

Letter sound Correspondence    If additional practice is needed, see 
previous lessons. 
 
Word List:  
 
 

If skill is secure, then spend this time in text application. 

2 min. 

Word Reading 
Blending Routines 

(sound-by-sound or 
continuous) 

Word Reading List:  straw, lawn, crawl, draw, hawk, Saul, Paul, taught 

I Do:  The teacher models orally reading the list of /ô/ words with accuracy and fluency. 

We Do:  The teacher encourages students in echo reading practice of the wordlist.  After echo 
reading the word list, the class chorally reads it orally together. 

You Do: Pair up students to take turns to orally read the wordlist to each other. 

5 min. 

Word Work 

Word Building Words:   lawn, crawl, draw, hawk, Saul, Paul, taught, straw 

I Do:   The teacher models how to manipulate letter tiles in Elkonin boxes for the word raw.  First 
bring down the letter r.  Then bring down the letter combination aw.  The teacher uses a “think 
aloud” as she places the letter tiles in the boxes. 

We Do:  Students will do two examples with the teacher as the teacher models and does the 
“think aloud” with them.  Practice the words draw and lawn. 

You Do:  Students will individually manipulate letter tiles to represent phonemes in the Elkonin 
boxes.  Use the words from the word list above. 

5 min. 

Dictation 

 
 
Paul will yawn. 
Crawl out of bed at dawn. 
Maud saw paw prints. 

3 min. 

Text Application 

1. Identify target words in story 2. 
2. Read story 2.   

10 
min. 



 

Explicit Instruction for Phonics Intervention 

Skill: Predictable vowel teams au/aw, Week 2 
Instructional Day:  Four 

Section Instructional Routine Time 

Warm-up 
Activities 

Review Activity:  Speed drill with sight words 

   
Word List:  Use grade level appropriate Dolch list words. 2 min. 

Phonological 
Awareness and 
Articulation of 

Skill 

Activate Phonemic Awareness:    If additional practice is needed, see 
previous lessons. 
 
Articulation:   
 
 

If skill is secure, then spend this time in text application. 

3 min. 

Letter-Sound 
Correspondence 

Letter sound Correspondence:  If additional practice is needed, see 
previous lessons. 
 
Word List:  
 
 

If skill is secure, then spend this time in text application. 

2 min. 

Word Reading 
Blending Routines 

(sound-by-sound or 
continuous) 

Word Reading List:  saw, dawn, lawn, fawn, crawl, draw, hawk, Saul, Paul, taught 

I Do:  Place column labels on the table au and aw.  Place a deck of word cards face down on the 
table.  Turn over the first two cards and “think aloud” to decide which words belong under which 
column. 
We Do:  Place a card on the table.  Ask students to read the word silently.  On cue ask them to tell 
you if it should go in the aw or au column.  Do this twice. 

You Do: text 

5 min. 

Word Work 

Word Building Words:  /ô/ words:  caught, haunt, drawn, maul, fault, shawl, flaw, vault, 
yawn, dawn, fawn, saw 

I Do:   The teacher will model how to write the following words.  She will be using an unsharpened 
pencil to draw the letters in a bucket of salt.  She will blend each word orally as she writes it.  Words: 
caught, haunt 

We Do:  Students will use their buckets of salt and pencils to write the following words with the 
teacher:  maul, fault.  The teacher will provide feedback as necessary. 
You Do:  Students will work with a partner to take turns reading the words from the word cards 
and writing the letters in their buckets of salt. 
 

5 min. 

Dictation 
Taught Paul how to draw 
Had big claws 
Fawn ran on the lawn 3 min. 

Text Application 

1. Read story two. 

10 
min. 



 

Explicit Instruction for Phonics Intervention 

Skill: Predictable vowel teams au/aw, Week 2 
Instructional Day:  Five 

Section Instructional Routine Time 

Warm-up 
Activities 

Review Activity:  The teacher will model this sentence on the chalkboard.  Students will 
chorally read with the teacher and will identify all of the /ô/ words. 

   
Word List: The squaw with the shawl hurt her jaw when she bit on the raw straw. 

 

2 min. 

Phonological 
Awareness and 
Articulation of 

Skill 

Activate Phonemic Awareness:  If additional practice is needed, see 
previous lessons. 
 
Articulation:  
 
 

If skill is secure, then spend this time in text application. 

3 min. 

Letter-Sound 
Correspondence 

Letter sound Correspondence:  If additional practice is needed, see 
previous lessons. 
 
Word List:  
 
 

If skill is secure, then spend this time in text application. 

2 min. 

Word Reading 
Blending Routines 

(sound-by-sound or 
continuous) 

Word Reading List:  /ô/ words:  caught, haunt, drawn, maul, fault, shawl, flaw, vault, yawn  
other words:  grape, smile, shake, camp, swine 
I Do:  The teacher will model how to sort words with using the columns aw au and other.  Place 
the words saw, Saul, and crab under their corresponding headings using a “think aloud” to discuss 
why you put each word in the appropriate column. 

We Do:  The teacher guides the students in a practice of two more examples.  Have the students 
read the word silently and on cue say the word and point to what column it belongs in.  Provide 
corrective feedback as needed. 

You Do: Students will individually sort the words into the three categories while the teacher 
monitors and listens to students orally reading and sorting the words. 

5 min. 

Word Work 

Word Building Words:  saw, dawn, lawn, fawn, crawl, draw, hawk, Saul, Paul, taught 

I Do:   Teacher writes raw on dry erase board.  The teacher asks students how to turn raw into 
draw.   Do a “think aloud” and add the d. 
We Do:  Teacher writes lawn on dry erase board.  How do we write the word yawn?  Replace the l 
with y based on student feedback.  Read chorally.  Let’s try another one. How do we write the word 
dawn?  Give students feedback.  Read orally. 

You Do:  Teacher will continue asking with the remaining words allowing the children to work 
independently on their white boards. 

5 min. 

Dictation 
 
I like to draw a hawk and a fawn. 
The cat hit his paw and had to bawl. 3 min. 

Text Application 

1. Read story three. 
2. Formative Assessment:  Student should read targeted skill words with the goal being 95% 

accuracy.   10 
min. 



 

Explicit Instruction for Phonics Intervention 

Target Words For Predictable vowel teams au/aw Stories 
 

 

Story 1 Story 2 Story 3 
Skill Specific 
New words 

(10-14) 

Skill Specific 
 New Words  

(5-7) 

Skill Specific 
Words From  
Story 1  (5-7) 

Skill Specific 
New words 

(10-14 words) 

Saul dawn lawn Maude 
Paul fawn hawk Claude 
crawl saw crawl paws 

taught  draw claws 
lawn   jaw 
straw   haul 
draw   raw 

hawks    
    

    

    

    

    

    

    

 



 

 

Explicit Instruction for Phonics Intervention 

Instructional Focus: (Predictable vowel teams au/aw), Week 2 

 

Story Number: 1 

 

 

Saul and Paul 
 

Saul was glad when his mom had a new son.  Saul loved his 

mom’s new son Paul.  Saul would help his mom take care of Paul. 

Soon Paul would crawl all over the house.  Paul loved to crawl 

and chase Saul.  Saul did not mind.  He loved to play games with 

Paul.  

Saul taught Paul many things.  Saul taught Paul how to roll on 

the lawn and how to blow his straw in a glass of milk!  Saul taught 

Paul how to draw too.  They both loved to draw hawks!  Saul and 

Paul both loved to draw.  But they loved to roll on the lawn the most! 

  



 

Explicit Instruction for Phonics Intervention 

Instructional Focus: Predictable vowel teams au/aw, Week 2 

 

Story Number: 2 

 

 

What I Saw at Dawn 

 

I took a walk at dawn.  I saw the sun rise, and I saw frost on the 

lawn.  I saw a hawk fly by and a fawn on the lawn.  I saw a fox crawl 

out of his den.  He ran and played with the fawn on the lawn. 

I had to tell about the things I saw, so I sat down to draw what I 

saw.  I could draw the many things I saw at dawn.  I could draw the 

sun and the frost on the lawn.  I could draw the hawk up in the sky.  I 

could draw a fawn and the fox on the lawn.  Now you can see what 

I saw at dawn. 



 

Explicit Instruction for Phonics Intervention 

Instructional Focus: Predictable vowel teams au/aw, Week 2 

 

Story Number: 3 

 

 

Maud’s Pet 

 

 Maude had a pet dog named Claude.  Claude had four big 

paws, and each paw had five claws. 

“Claude is very tame,” said Maude.  “Claude can do many 

things!”  Maude was right.  I saw Claude do lots of things.  He would 

grab bags by his jaw and haul them up the steps.  Claude could eat 

raw fish and sip milk with a straw! 

I loved to play with Claude when we went out to play.  Claude 

and I would play ball.  He would grab the ball in his jaw and run 

back to me so I could toss it again. 

I love to go visit Maude and Claude.  When I go to Maude’s 

home, I take lots of raw fish for Claude’s snack! 



Explicit Instruction for Phonics Intervention 

Skill: Predictable vowel teams – au/aw, Week 3 
Instructional Day:  One 

Section Instructional Routine Time 

Warm-up 
Activities 

Review Activity:  Teacher will say words and students will give thumbs up for words with the 
long a sound and thumbs down for words without the short a sound. 
   
Word List:  long a :  hate, Jay, rate, make, aim, chain, pail, grape, daze, play, clay, faith 
                            short a: sand, ramp, that, past, hack, splash, clam, fact, smash, lad, strap, pan  

 

2 min. 

Phonological 
Awareness and 
Articulation of 

Skill 

Activate Phonemic Awareness:   Say the word awful and ask students what sound they 
hear at the beginning of the word.  Then say the word draw and ask students where the /ô/ sound is 
in that word. 

 
Articulation:   Let children practice making the /ô/ sound.  The back part of the tongue is mid-
height in the mouth and your lips form a small circle. 

3 min. 

Letter-Sound 
Correspondence 

Letter sound Correspondence:  Show the two different spellings of /ô/.  Give each 
student a list of words with the /ô/ spelling in different positions.  Have students circle “aw” “augh” 
or “au” in each word while making the sound. 

 
Word List:   caw, claw, draw, flaw, crawl, shawl, launch, staunch, mauve, dawn, taught, Saul, 

2 min. 

Word Reading 
Blending Routines 

(sound-by-sound or 
continuous) 

Word Reading List:  caw, claw, draw, flaw, crawl, shawl, launch, staunch, mauve, dawn, 
taught 

I Do:  Show the word caw with letter cards on a pocket chart.  Blend the word orally by doing a 
“think aloud.”Repeat with draw. 

We Do:  Replace the “dr” with “cl”.  Ask students to sound the new word out silently, and then 
say it together on cue.  Repeat with flaw. 
You Do: Each child orally reads word cards from word list to a partner.  The teacher listens to 
each child sound out the words and provides feedback as needed. 

5 min. 

Word Work 

Word Building Words:   caw, claw, draw, flaw, crawl, shawl, launch, staunch, mauve, dawn, 
taught 

I Do:   Show magnetic letters for “au” “augh” and “aw” and demonstrate the sound for /ô/.  Using 
magnetic letters build the words taught and crawl and read each word aloud demonstrating the 
blending of each word. 

We Do:  With student input, manipulate the magnetic letters to create new words (draw, hawk).  
Ask students to say the sounds and then to say the word. 
You Do:  Place students in pairs to manipulate magnetic letters to spell and read words on word 
list. 

5 min. 

Dictation 
 
caw, claw, draw, flaw, crawl, shawl, launch, staunch, mauve, dawn, Saul 

 
3 min. 

Text Application 
1.  Have students identify the words in story one that contain the targeted skill. 
2. Read the identified words. 
3. Read Story One. 

10 
min. 



 

Explicit Instruction for Phonics Intervention 

Skill: Predictable vowel teams au/aw, Week 3 
Instructional Day:  Two 

Section Instructional Routine Time 

Warm-up 
Activities 

Review Activity:    Students will take turns flashing a light on a sight word card on the wall.  
Students will read sight words chorally as each is highlighted. 

 
Word List:  Grade level appropriate Dolch list words 

 

2 min. 

Phonological 
Awareness and 
Articulation of 

Skill 

Activate Phonemic Awareness:  Students will use their fingers to represent sounds in 
/ô/ words with oral segmentation. 

 
Articulation:   Let children practice making the /ô/ sound.  The back part of the tongue is mid-
height in the mouth and your lips form a small circle. 

3 min. 

Letter-Sound 
Correspondence 

Letter sound Correspondence:  The students are given letter cards with /ô/.  The teacher 
will say words with or without the target sound and students will raise their cards for each word that 
contains the target sound and make the sound. 
Word List:   caw, claw, draw, flaw, crawl, shawl, launch, staunch, mauve, dawn, taught 
 

2 min. 

Word Reading 
Blending Routines 

(sound-by-sound or 
continuous) 

Word Reading List:   caw, claw, draw, flaw, crawl, shawl, launch, staunch, mauve, dawn, Saul 

I Do:  Choose a card from the word deck below and read the word aloud.  Do a “think aloud” while 
reading the word.  Repeat. 

We Do:  Turn over one card at a time from the deck of word cards.  Ask students to sound the 
word out silently, and then say it together on cue.  Repeat. 
You Do: Each child silently reads words form an individual stack of cards including only /ô/ words 
below.  Listen to each student read his stack and provide feedback. 

5 min. 

Word Work 

Word Building Words: Word Chain #1:  caw-claw; draw-flaw 
 I Do:   Watch me use my magnetic letters.  To spell the word caw place the c in front of the /ô/ 
letters, aw.  There are two sounds, but it is spelled with three letters.  Let’s make one together. 

We Do. Let’s change caw to claw.  What letter do we need to add?  Add the l to make the word 
claw.  Ask where the /ô/ sound is in the word.  How many letters? (4)  How many sounds? (3)  
Repeat with draw and flaw. 

You Do:  Have students each create the word chain using magnetic letters on a board: dawn, 
claw, craw, crawl, shawl. 

5 min. 

Dictation 

 
 
caw, claw, draw, flaw, crawl, shawl, launch, staunch, mauve, dawn, Saul 

 3 min. 

Text Application 

1. Read story one with identified target words. 
2. Read clean copy of story one. 

10 
min. 



 

Explicit Instruction for Phonics Intervention 

Skill: Predictable vowel teams au/aw, Week 3 
Instructional Day:  Three 

Section Instructional Routine Time 

Warm-up 
Activities 

Review Activity:  Sight Word Speed Drill 

   
Word List:   Grade level appropriate Dolch word list 2 min. 

Phonological 
Awareness and 
Articulation of 

Skill 

Activate Phonemic Awareness:    If additional practice is needed, see 
previous lessons. 
 
Articulation:  
 
 

If skill is secure, then spend this time in text application. 

3 min. 

Letter-Sound 
Correspondence 

Letter sound Correspondence    If additional practice is needed, see 
previous lessons. 
 
Word List:  
 
 

If skill is secure, then spend this time in text application. 

2 min. 

Word Reading 
Blending Routines 

(sound-by-sound or 
continuous) 

Word Reading List:   caw, claw, draw, flaw, crawl, shawl, launch, staunch, mauve, dawn, Saul 

I Do:  The teacher models orally reading a list of /ô/ words with accuracy and fluency. 

We Do:  The teacher engages students in echo reading practice of the wordlist.  After echo 
reading the word list the class chorally reads it orally together. 

You Do: Pair students to take turns to orally read the word list to each other. 

5 min. 

Word Work 

Word Building Words:   caw, claw, draw, flaw, crawl, shawl, launch, staunch, mauve, dawn, 
taught 
I Do:   The teacher models how to manipulate letter tiles in Elkonin boxes for the word saw.  First 
bring down the letter s.  Then bring down the letter combination aw.  The teacher uses a “think 
aloud” as she places the letter tiles in the boxes. 

We Do:  Students will do two examples with the teacher as the teacher models and does the 
“think aloud” with them.  Practice the words dawn and lawn. 

You Do:  Students will individually manipulate letter tiles to represent phonemes in the Elkonin 
boxes.  Use the words form the word list above. 

5 min. 

Dictation 

 
 
draw the map 
use a shawl 
crawl here 

3 min. 

Text Application 

1. Identify target words in story 2. 
2. Read story 2.   

10 
min. 



 

Explicit Instruction for Phonics Intervention 

Skill: Predictable vowel teams au/aw, Week 3 
Instructional Day:  Four 

Section Instructional Routine Time 

Warm-up 
Activities 

Review Activity:  Sight Word Speed Drill 

   
Word List:  Grade level appropriate Dolch list words 
 

 

2 min. 

Phonological 
Awareness and 
Articulation of 

Skill 

Activate Phonemic Awareness:    If additional practice is needed, see 
previous lessons. 
 
Articulation:   
 
 

If skill is secure, then spend this time in text application. 

3 min. 

Letter-Sound 
Correspondence 

Letter sound Correspondence:  If additional practice is needed, see 
previous lessons. 
 
Word List:  
 
 

If skill is secure, then spend this time in text application. 

2 min. 

Word Reading 
Blending Routines 

(sound-by-sound or 
continuous) 

Word Reading List:   caw, claw, draw, flaw, crawl, shawl, launch, staunch, mauve, dawn, 
taught 

I Do:  Place column labels on the table au and aw.  Place a deck of word cards face down on the 
table.  Turn over the first two cards and “think aloud” to decide which words belong under which 
column. 

We Do:  Place a card on the table.  Ask students to read the word silently.  On cue ask them to tell 
you if it should go in the aw or au column.  Do this twice. 
You Do: Students will sort the remaining cards with a partner. 

5 min. 

Word Work 

Word Building Words:   caw, claw, draw, flaw, crawl, shawl, launch, staunch, mauve, dawn, 
taught 

I Do:   Teacher writes raw on dry erase board.  How do we make this draw?  Do a “think aloud” and 
add the d. 

We Do:  Teacher writes lawn on dry erase board.  How do we make this yawn?  Replace the l with 
y based on student feedback.  Read chorally.  Let’s try another one. How do we make this say dawn?  
Give students feedback.  Read orally. 
You Do:  Teacher will continue asking with the remaining words allowing the children to work 
independently on their white boards. 

5 min. 

Dictation 

 
 
It is dawn.  
I have a flaw.   
Her shawl is pink. 

3 min. 

Text Application 

1. Read story two. 

10 
min. 



 

Explicit Instruction for Phonics Intervention 

Skill: Predictable vowel teams au/aw, Week 3 
Instructional Day:  Five 

Section Instructional Routine Time 

Warm-up 
Activities 

Review Activity:  Sight Word Speed Drill 

   
Word List: Grade level appropriate Dolch list words 

 
2 min. 

Phonological 
Awareness and 
Articulation of 

Skill 

Activate Phonemic Awareness:  If additional practice is needed, see 
previous lessons. 
 
Articulation:  
 
 

If skill is secure, then spend this time in text application. 

3 min. 

Letter-Sound 
Correspondence 

Letter sound Correspondence:  If additional practice is needed, see 
previous lessons. 
 
Word List:  
 
 

If skill is secure, then spend this time in text application. 

2 min. 

Word Reading 
Blending Routines 

(sound-by-sound or 
continuous) 

Word Reading List:   caw, claw, draw, flaw, crawl, shawl, launch, staunch, mauve, dawn, 
taught, straw, saw, paw, fawn 
I Do:  The teacher will model how to sort words using the columns aw, au, and other.  Place the 
words saw, Saul, and crab under their corresponding headings using a “think aloud” to discuss why 
you put each word in the appropriate column. 

We Do:  The teacher guides the students in a practice of two more examples.  Have the students 
read the word silently and on cue say the word and point to what column it belongs.  Provide 
corrective feedback as needed. 

You Do: Students will individually sort the words into the three categories while the teacher 
monitors and listens to students orally reading and sorting the words. 

5 min. 

Word Work 

Word Building Words:   caw, claw, draw, flaw, crawl, shawl, launch, staunch, mauve, dawn, 
taught, straw, saw, paw, fawn 

I Do:   The teacher will model how to write the following words.  She will be using an unsharpened 
pencil to draw the letters in a bucket of salt.  She will blend each word orally as she writes it.  Words: 
caught, haunt 
We Do:  Students will use their buckets of salt and pencils to write the following words with the 
teacher:  maul, fault.  The teacher will provide feedback as necessary. 

You Do:  Students will work with a partner to take turns reading the words from the word cards 
and writing the letters in their buckets of salt. 

5 min. 

Dictation 

 
I gave my fawn straw to eat.   
It was cold at dawn. 3 min. 

Text Application 

1. Read story three. 
2. Formative Assessment:  Student should read targeted skill words with the goal being 95% 

accuracy.   10 
min. 



 

Explicit Instruction for Phonics Intervention 

Target Words For Predictable vowel teams au/aw Stories 
 

 

Story 1 Story 2 Story 3 
Skill Specific 
New words 

(10-14) 

Skill Specific 
 New Words  

(5-7) 

Skill Specific 
Words From  
Story 1  (5-7) 

Skill Specific 
New words 

(10-14 words) 
caw fawn draw Paul 
claw straw dawn slaw 
draw hem and haw claw jaw 
flaw saw crawl law 

dawn paw shawl paw 
Saul   dawn 

shawl   haunt 
hawk   yawn 

staunch   fault 
mauve   Claus 

    

    

    

    

    

 



 

 

Explicit Instruction for Phonics Intervention 

Instructional Focus: Predictable vowel teams au/aw, Week 3 

 

Story Number: 1 

 

 

Saul Draws 
 

Saul had a hawk with two claws.    Saul liked to draw the hawk.  

Saul draws green claws on the hawk.  What Saul drew had a flaw.  

The claws of the hawk were mauve, not green.  Saul will draw a new 

hawk the next day. 

Caw!  Caw!  The hawk’s staunch caw woke Saul at dawn.  Saul 

puts on a shawl and gets out his pen to draw.  The shawl Saul has is 

mauve, just like the mauve claw of the hawk.  Saul drew a new 

hawk with mauve claws and the hawk liked it. 



 

Explicit Instruction for Phonics Intervention 

Instructional Focus: Predictable vowel teams au/aw, Week 3 

 

Story Number: 2 

 

 

The Fawn’s Shawl 

 

My fawn likes to graze by the lake at dawn.  My fawn likes to 

eat straw.  On cold days, I give my fawn a shawl.   

My fawn broke her paw one day.  My fawn could not graze 

with her paw that she broke.  My fawn tried to crawl with her broke 

paw to eat straw.  She could not crawl to the straw.  I gave my fawn 

straw to eat.  It was cold at dawn so I gave my fawn a shawl.  My 

fawn can now eat and then rest. 



 

Explicit Instruction for Phonics Intervention 

Instructional Focus: Predictable vowel teams au/aw, Week 3 

 

Story Number: 3 

 

 

Paul Eats Slaw 

 

 Paul likes to drive his truck.  One day Paul stops to get 

some slaw to eat.  Paul loves slaw.  He goes through the drive-thru 

and picked up some slaw.  He drives down the road in his truck 

while he eats his slaw. 

Crash!  Mr. Claus’s truck hits Paul’s truck and makes his slaw drip 

down his jaw.  Paul calls the law to come.  When the law gets there 

he says it was Paul’s fault.  He should not eat slaw and drive at the 

same time.  Now the slaw crash haunts him and he never eats slaw 

and drives again. 
 


