
Explicit Instruction for Phonics Intervention 

Skill: Complex Consonant – wr, Week 1 
Instructional Day:  One 

 Instructional Routine Time 

Warm-up 
Activities 

Review Activity:   Review Hard and Soft c 
Teacher will say words from the list below and studesnts will stand up for hard c words and sit down 
for soft c words.    

Word List:  Hard c Words:  carry, coat, cake, cat 
                         Soft c Words:  face, celery, city, cent, fence, race, grace, place    

2 min. 

Phonological 
Awareness and 
Articulation of 

Skill 

Activate Phonemic Awareness:  The sound we are working on today is /r/.  I am going to 
say some words with the sound /r/.  I want you to give me thumbs up if you hear a word with the /r/ 
sound and a thumbs down if you don't. 
 

Articulation:  Give each student a mirror and have them watch the positioning of their mouths 
and tongue as they say the sound /r/. 

3 min. 

Letter-Sound 
Correspondence 

Letter sound Correspondence:  Tell students that the "wr" letter combination says /r/ 
and that the "w" is silent.  Show words on word cards.  Students stand up when the pattern "wr" is 
shown and say /r/.  

 
Word List:  wr words:  wren, wretch, wrote, write, wrath 

2 min. 

Word Reading 
Blending Routines 

(sound-by-sound or 
continuous) 

Word Reading:  Word Cards    
I Do: Teacher models reading the word "wring."  Teacher models "wr" sound and reminds students 
of the silent consonant.     
    
We Do:  Show flash cards from word list, ask students to say the sounds and then blend them 
together on cue.   
 

You Do: Students will parnter read flash cards with a whisper voice and then take turns reading 
their flash cards to the teacher    
 
Word List:   wren, wray, wretch, wrote, write, wrath 

5 min. 

Word Work 

Word Building:  Magnetic Letters    
I Do: Teacher models using magnetic letter tiles to spell the word "wren."  Using the four letters, 
the teacher places the "w" and "r" together and models the sound /r/, emphasizing the silent 
consonant.  Then add the "e" and "n" to the end of the word.  How many sounds?  (3)  How many 
letters?  (4)   
 

We Do: Students use magnetic letter tiles to spell the following words following the procedure 
above:  wray, wretch.  Emphasize the silent consonant and ask how many sounds and how many 
letters after each word.    
 
You Do:  Have students work with a partner to use their magnetic letters to spell the words listed 
below.  One student can give the word while they other spells and then switch roles.   
 
Word List:   wren, wray, wretch, wrote, write, wrath 

5 min. 

Dictation 
wren 
wray 
wretch 

3 min. 

Text Application 
1.  Have students identify the words in story one that contain the targeted skill. 
2. Read the identified words. 
3. Read Story One. 

10 
min. 



Explicit Instruction for Phonics Intervention 

Skill: Complex Consonant – wr, Week 1 
Instructional Day:  Two 

 

Section Instructional Routine Time 

Warm-up 
Activities 

Review Activity:  Pancake Flip Pictures 
Students flip over "pancakes" with  hard c and soft c words on them.  They have to flip a match of 
either hard or soft c words.  
   
Word List:   face, celery, carry, city, coat, cent, fence, race, cake, cat, grace, place    

2 min. 

Phonological 
Awareness and 
Articulation of 

Skill 

Activate Phonemic Awareness: Have students show thumbs up if they hear the /r/ 
sound in a word and a thumbs down if they do not. 

 

Articulation:  Give each student a mirror and have them watch the positioning of their mouths 
and tongue as they say the sound /r/. 

3 min. 

Letter-Sound 
Correspondence 

Letter sound Correspondence: Give students the list of words below.  Have them 
highlight the "wr" pattern in words. 
 

  Word List:  wren, wray, wretch, wrote, write, wrath. 
2 min. 

Word Reading 
Blending Routines 

(sound-by-sound or 
continuous) 

Word Reading: Word Cards       
I Do: Choose a card from the chart and read it.  Show the word.  Blend the word orally.  "wren"  
The "w" and "r" make one sound /r/.  Then blend the word orally.     
 
We Do: Repeat.  Students choose card, sound out silently and say it together on cue.   
   

You Do: Students use word cards below and blend the words together with a partner.    
  

Word List:   wren, wray, wretch, wrote, write, wrath 

5 min. 

Word Work 

Word Building:  Elkonin Boxes     
I Do: Model using boxes and markers.  Show the students how to use one to one correspondence 
by bringing the markers down from the top of the page.  Use the following words:  "wrath"  1.  Bring 
down "w" and "r"  2.  Bring down "a."  3.  Bring down "th."  Repeat with wretch. 
 

We Do:  Have students use their Elkonin Boxes to do the following words following the procedure 
above.  wren, wray    
 

You Do:   Give students a list of the words below and have them use the Elkonin Boxes to 
separate the sounds in each word individually.  Monitor and provide feedback.   
 

Word List:   wren, wray, wretch, wrote, write, wrath      

5 min. 

Dictation 

wrote 
write 
wrath 

3 min. 

Text Application 

1. Read story one with identified target words. 
2. Read clean copy of story one. 

10 
min. 



Explicit Instruction for Phonics Intervention 

Skill: Complex Consonant – wr, Week 1 
Instructional Day:  Three 

Section Instructional Routine Time 

Warm-up 
Activities 

Review Activity:  Thumbs Up/Thumbs Down 
Students give thumbs up when they hear a word with a hard c sound and a thumbs down when they 
hear a word with a soft c sound.    
 
Word List:  face, celery, carry, city, coat, cent, fence, race, cake, cat, grace, place   

2 min. 

Phonological 
Awareness and 
Articulation of 

Skill 

Activate Phonemic Awareness:  Have students stand up when they hear the /r/ words 
and sit down when they hear a word with another sound. 
 

Articulation:   Use as needed.  See previous day’s lessons. 

If skill is secure, then spend this time in text application. 

3 min. 

Letter-Sound 
Correspondence 

Letter sound Correspondence:  Show the students flashcards from the word list below.  
Have them stand up and say /r/ when they see the "wr" pattern or sit down and say "no" when 
they don't.  
 
Word List: /r/ words:  wray, wrap, write, wreath, wren 
                      Other words:  vote, dog, tone, Tom, lone, John, rock, ride, bet, beg   

If skill is secure, then spend this time in text application. 

2 min. 

Word Reading 
Blending Routines 

(sound-by-sound or 
continuous) 

Word Reading:   Word Cards   

I Do:  Watch as I read the "wr" words using the pocket chart.  Read "wray."  When I see "wr" I say 
/r/.  Next I see "ay" and I say /a/.  I blend the sounds:  wr    ay.  Watch again.  Model reading "wrap."  
 

We Do:  Now lets do it together.  Let students blend the following words following the procedure 
above orally.  write, wreath   
 

You Do:  Now you blend the words.  Let the students blend the word on the pocket chart 
independently at the same time as you listen.  Provide corrective feedback as necessary.  
 
Word List:   wray, wrap, write, wreath, wren, wrote 

5 min. 

Word Work 

Word Building:  Dry Erase Board   

I Do: Watch as I blend this word "write."  Now I am going to chase the "i" to an "o."   My new word 
is "wrote."  (Blend this word orally.)      
 
We Do:  Try it with me.  On your dry erase boards write the word "wray."  Have the students 
silently read the word and say it together on cue.  Not change the "y" to "p."  Have the students 
silently read the word and say it together on cue.   
 

You Do:  Now it's your turn.  I want you to write the word "wren."  Now change that word to 
"wret".  Change "wret" to "wrest” Provide feedback as necessary.   
 

Word List:   write, wrote, wray, wrap, wret, wren, wrest 

5 min. 

Dictation 
wrap them up 
Wray hung wreaths 
five little wrens 3 min. 

Text Application 

1. Identify target words in story 2. 
2. Read story 2.   

10 
min. 



 

            Explicit Instruction for Phonics Intervention 

Skill: Complex Consonant – wr, Week 1 
Instructional Day:  Four 

 

Section Instructional Routine Time 

Warm-up 
Activities 

Review Activity:    Stepping Up 
Students step up when they hear a word with a /ch/ sound and step back when they hear a word 
with a /ck/ sound.  

   
Word List: /ch/ Words:  witch, batch, choke, champ, watch, cheese 
                       /ck/ Words:  back, racket, sack, socket, lack, check, wreck     

2 min. 

Phonological 
Awareness and 
Articulation of 

Skill 

Activate Phonemic Awareness: Repeat Stepping Up activity from Section 1 with "wr" 
and non "wr" words listed below. 
 

Articulation:   Use as needed.  See previous day’s lessons. 
If skill is secure, then spend this time in text application. 

3 min. 

Letter-Sound 
Correspondence 

Letter s    Letter sound Correspondence:   Give students a list of words and have them highlight the 
words with the "wr" pattern.    

 
Word List: wr words:  wray, wrap, write, wreath, wren, wrote 
                       Other words:  vote, dog, tone, Tom, lone, John, rock, ride, bet, beg    

If skill is secure, then spend this time in text application. 

2 min. 

Word Reading 
Blending Routines 

(sound-by-sound or 
continuous) 

Word Reading: T Chart Word Sort       
I Do: Watch and listen to me read and sort these words.  They will either go in the "wr" column or 
the "w" column.  Reinforce with students the need to look beyond the first letter for determining 
the initial sound.  Orally blend and sort the following words:  wray, wing    
We Do: Now lets do it together.  Let students blend the following words silently and say them 
together on cue.  Then have a student tell you which side of the T Chart it belongs.  Words to use:  
wrap, wet     
You Do:   Now it's your turn.  Allow the students to read and sort the words below with a 
partner. 
Word List:   wr words:  wray, wrap, write, wreath, wren, wrote 
                           Other words: wing, wet, wish, wink, wick, wit 

5 min. 

Word Work 

Word Building:  Magnadoodle     
I Do: Watch me write this "wr" word using the "wr" pattern.  Write the word "wray" using think 
aloud strategies as you write.  How many letters?  (4)  How many sounds?  (2) Repeat with "wrap."   
 

We Do:  Try it with me.  On your magnadoodle  write the word "write"  What letter(s) did we 
write first?  (wr)  What letters did you write next?  (i)  What letters did you write next?  (t)  What 
letter did you write last?  (e) How many letters?  (5)  How many sounds?  (3)    
 

You Do:   Now it's your turn.  I want you to write the following words.  Use the words from the 
list below.  
 
Word List:  wray, wrap, write, wreath, wren, wrote 

5 min. 

Dictation 
wreath on the door 
wrap the gift 
write all day 3 min. 

Text Application 

1. Read story two. 

10 
min. 



Explicit Instruction for Phonics Intervention 

Skill: Complex Consonant – wr, Week 1 
Instructional Day:  Five 

Section Instructional Routine Time 

Warm-up 
Activities 

Review Activity:   Pancake Sight Words 
Students flip over pancakes and read the sight words written on the back.    
 
Word List:  have, came, ate, did, out 
                         Or use any other grade level appropriate Dolch list words.   

2 min. 

Phonological 
Awareness and 
Articulation of 

Skill 

Activate Phonemic Awareness:  All the students stand up.  As the teacher reads the 
words if it has a /r/ sound they touch their toes.  If it doesn't they touch their nose. 
 

Articulation:    Use as needed.  See previous day’s lessons. 

If skill is secure, then spend this time in text application. 
3 min. 

Letter-Sound 
Correspondence 

Letter sound Correspondence:   Give students a list of words and have them color the 
"wr" pattern red. 
 

Word List:   wr words:  wray, wrap, write, wreath, wren, wrote, wretch, wrote, wrath 
                          Other words:  vote, dog, tone, Tom, lone, John, rock, ride, bet, beg 

If skill is secure, then spend this time in text application. 

2 min. 

Word Reading 
Blending Routines 

(sound-by-sound or 
continuous) 

Word Reading:  Open Word Sort 

I Do: Show the students 3 columns:  "wr", "w" and other  Take the 1st card "coast" and think aloud 
how to read the word and place in the appropriate column.  Repeat this procedure with wrong and 
wake.     
We Do:  Show the card "moat."  Allow students to read the word silently and say it together on 
cue.  Then ask for a volunteer to tell the class what column it would go in and why.  Repeat this 
procedure with wrap and west.   
 
You Do:  Put students in pairs and let them word together sorting the words listed below.   
 

Word List:  wr words:  wray, wrap, write, wreath, wren, wrote, wretch, wrote, wrat         
                          /w/ words:  wit, wish, win, wine, wood, walk, watch 
                           Other words:  dog, take, vote, tone, rock, ride, bog 

5 min. 

Word Work 

Word Building:  Paper and Pencil    
I Do:  I know I can spell /r/ with "wr" as in wretch.   What makes the /r/ sound?   (Write "wr") What 
makes the /e/ sound?  (Write "e") What makes the /ch/ sound?  (Write "tch") Remind students that 
it is the tch spelling because /ch/ is following a stressed short vowel.   

We Do: Help me with the next word, wrap.  Ask students what sound they hear first and what 
letter(s) they will write.  (/r/ "wr")  Ask students what sound they hear next and what letter(s) they 
will write.  (/a/ "a")  Ask students what sound they hear last and what letters they will write.  (/p/ 
"p")     
You Do Let partners do the words listed below.  One gives the word and the other spells the 
word.  Then switch positions. 
Word List:   wr words:  wray, wrap, write, wreath, wren, wrote, wretch, wrote, wrath 

5 min. 

Dictation 
Wray likes to look at wrens. 
Mr. Wren wraps many gifts. 
I wrote on the desk. 

 
3 min. 

Text Application 

1. Read story three. 
2. Formative Assessment:  Student should read targeted skill words with the goal being 95% 

accuracy.   10 
min. 



 

Explicit Instruction for Phonics Intervention 

Target Words For Complex Consonant – wr Stories* 
 

 

Story 1 Story 2 Story 3 
Skill Specific 
New words 

(10-14) 

Skill Specific 
 New Words  

(5-7) 

Skill Specific 
Words From  
Story 1  (5-7) 

Skill Specific 
New words 

(10-14 words) 
Wren (name) 

 
wrap Wray (name) wreck 

Wray (name) 
 

wreath write wrong 

wretch 
 

wrapping wren wrist 

wrote 
 

wrapped  wrench 

write 
 

wreaths   

wrath 
 

wrens   

wring 
 

   

 
 

  *Due to a limited word 
choice, a smaller number 
of words were used. 

 
 

   

 
 

   

 



 

Explicit Instruction for Phonics Intervention 

Instructional Focus: Complex Consonant – wr, Week 1 
 

Story Number: 1 

 

 Mr. Wren 
 

Wray went to school and sat down at his desk.  His wretch of a 

teacher, Mr. Wren, came in late and looked as evil as ever.  Wray 

went out of his way to smile and be nice, but it never worked.   

 Mr. Wren would stand in front of the class and wring his hands as 

he wrote on the wall.  He would yell in great wrath and write bad 

notes for kids who were bad. 

 Wray did not like Mr. Wren’s wrath so one day he took him an 

apple.  Under the apple he wrote a note that said: 

 

Mr. Wren, 

I just wanted to write you a note to tell you how much we care 

about you.  I hope you like your apple. 

~Wray 

 

When the wretch of a teacher, Mr. Wren, walked in the room 

he saw the apple on his desk and looked at the note.  Mr. Wren 

did not know that kids could be so nice.  From then on Mr. Wren 

would write nice notes for all the kids.  He never showed his wrath 

to a kid again. 



 

Explicit Instruction for Phonics Intervention 

Instructional Focus: Complex Consonant – wr, Week 1 
 

Story Number: 2 

 

 

Three Things Wray Loves 

 

First, Wray loved to give gifts.  He would go to the store and 

buy lots of things.  He could not wait to get home and wrap 

them.  He took great joy in presents that were wrapped.  He 

would wrap them in many colors, but red was the one he used 

most.  After he wrapped them he would write down who the 

gift was for on the tag. 

 Second, Wray loved to hang wreaths on doors.  He hung a 

red and green wreath on the front door and a wreath with 

bells on the back door.  Wray even went to the store to get a 

wreath for a friend who did not have one. 

 The third thing Wray loved was to hear the wrens sing in the 

trees.  There were about five wrens this year and they would 

chirp the best tunes.  The wrens would sing as Wray would 

hang up the wreaths and wrap all of his gifts. 

 



 
Explicit Instruction for Phonics Intervention 

Instructional Focus: Complex Consonant – wr, Week 1 
 

Story Number: 3 

 

 

The Wreck 

 

One day, John was in his car going to work when he got in 

a wreck.  Matt was going the wrong way and hit John.  John 

called the cops and told them about the wreck.  Matt had to 

tell the cops that the wreck was his fault because he was 

going the wrong way.   

When the cops came, they took John to the ER because 

his wrist looked like it was bent the wrong way.  When he got 

to the ER the nurse said his wrist was broke and they would 

have to use a wrench to fix it.  Then they would put it in a sling. 

 Matt had to take his car to get if fixed.  It had a scratch in 

the door and the hood was bent the wrong way.  They had to 

use a wrench to fix all the bolts.  

 This just shows that you should never drive the wrong way 

because you might get in a wreck. 

 
 



Explicit Instruction for Phonics Intervention 

Skill: wr, Week 2 
Instructional Day:  One 

Section Instructional Routine Time 

Warm-up 
Activities 

Review Activity:   Short vowels - Thumbs Up/Thumbs Down 
Teacher reads word list; Thumbs Up - Short Vowel; Thumbs Down - long vowel 
   
Word List:    cat, map, hat, rat, pin, leg, pig, wig, zip, pot, hot, hut, rug 

2 min. 

Phonological 
Awareness and 
Articulation of 

Skill 

Activate Phonemic Awareness:  Stand up if you are hear /r/ beginning sounds, sit down 
if you don't. 

 
Articulation:   Students will model correct mouth movement and tongue position as the /r/ 
sound is made.  Open the jaws enough for the tip of the tongue to go toward the top of the mouth.  
Immediately drop the tip back down as if to get ready for the next sound.  Students will look in 
mirror as they practice. 

 

3 min. 

Letter-Sound 
Correspondence 

Letter sound Correspondence:   Explain the wr spelling and sound and show word cards 
to students.  When students see the pattern wr, they hold up their card and say /r/.   
 

Word List:  wrong, wren, wrench, wreath, wrought, wring, wry, Wright 

 

2 min. 

Word Reading 
Blending Routines 

(sound-by-sound or 
continuous) 

Word Reading List:    wrong, wren, wrench, wreath, wrought, wring, wry, Wright 

I Do:    Choose a word card and read it.  Show the word.  Blend the word orally.  Wren.  I know wr 
represents /r/.  Model blending the rest of the word.  Repeat with wrench. 

We Do:    A student chooses a card.- Everyone blends it silently and then says it together on cue. 

You Do:    Each student silently blends wr words on board.  Upon completion, chorally read the 
list together. 

5 min. 

Word Work 

Word Building Words:    wrong, wren, wrench, wreath, wrought, wring, wry, Wright 
I Do:   Teacher writes targeted word on white board, says the word, then erases the ending and 
inserts a new rime.  For example, write the word wrong.  Erase the ending -ong and write -en to 
make the new word wren. 

We Do:    Show wren.  Have students substitute en with ong.  Have studetn read silently, then say 
it together on cue. 
You Do:    Have studetns complete the rest of the list substituting the rime each time. 

5 min. 

Dictation 

wren 
branch 
wrong 
wring 

 
3 min. 

Text Application 

1. Have students identify the words in story one that contain the targeted 
skill. 

2. Read the identified words. 
3. Read Story One. 10 

min. 



 

Explicit Instruction for Phonics Intervention 

Skill: wr, Week 2 
Instructional Day:  Two 

Section Instructional Routine Time 

Warm-up 
Activities 

Review Activity:   Students review words with short vowel sound. 

   
Word List:     cat, map, hat, rat, pin, leg, pig, wig, zip, pot, hot, hut, hug 2 min. 

Phonological 
Awareness and 
Articulation of 

Skill 

Activate Phonemic Awareness:  Thumbs up for words with /r/ sound.  Use list from the 
next section 
 

 

Articulation:    Students will model correct mouth movement and tongue position as the /r/ 
sound is made.  Open the jaws enough for the tip of the tongue to go toward the top of the mouth.  
Immediately drop the tip back down as if to get ready for the next sound.  Students will look in 
mirror as they practice. 

 

3 min. 

Letter-Sound 
Correspondence 

Letter sound Correspondence:   Explain the wr spelling and sound and show word cards 
to students.  When students see the pattern wr, they hold up their card and say /r/.   
 

Word List:  wrong, wren, wrench, wreath, wrought, wring, wry, Wright 

 

2 min. 

Word Reading 
Blending Routines 

(sound-by-sound or 
continuous) 

Word Reading List:      wrong, wren, wrench, wreath, wrought, wring, wry, Wright 

I Do:     Place word cards on table.  Blend the first word using a think aloud.  Repeat with the 
words wrench. 

We Do:     Let's read one together.  Ask kids to silently sound out a new word and say aloud once.  
(wreath)  Next word – wring. 
You Do:     Ask kids to take turns reading new words from the list. 

5 min. 

Word Work 

Word Building Words:     wrong, wren, wrench, wreath, wrought, wring, wry, Wright 

I Do:    Word Chains:  Use letter cards - show kids with a think aloud how to spell one word at a 
time in the following chain: wren, wreck, wrench. 

We Do:    Lets do one together.  Change the rime part of each word?  Tell students to use letter 
cards to do the following chain:  wrong, wreath, wright 
You Do:     Dictate word chains from the list for students to write independently. 

5 min. 

Dictation 
write 
wreath 
wry 
Wright 

3 min. 

Text Application 
1. Read story one with identified target words. 
2. Read clean copy of story one. 10 

min. 



 

Explicit Instruction for Phonics Intervention 

Skill: wr, Week 2 
Instructional Day:  Three 

Section Instructional Routine Time 

Warm-up 
Activities 

Review Activity:     Sight word speed drill 

 
Word List:   grade level appropriate words from Dolch list 2 min. 

Phonological 
Awareness and 
Articulation of 

Skill 

Activate Phonemic Awareness:   
 

Articulation:   
 

If skill is secure, then spend this time in text application. 

3 min. 

Letter-Sound 
Correspondence 

Letter sound Correspondence:    
 

Word List:    
 
 

If skill is secure, then spend this time in text application. 

2 min. 

Word Reading 
Blending Routines 

(sound-by-sound or 
continuous) 

Word Reading List:    wrong, wren, wrench, wreath, wrought, wring, wry, Wright 

I Do:  Model reading the wr word list with a onset/rime flip book. 

We Do:   Read the wr word list flip book chorally. 

You Do:     Using flip book, students will read the wr words. 
5 min. 

Word Work 

Word Building Words:   wrong, wren, wrench, wreath, wrought, wring, wry, Wright 

I Do:    teacher models writing the word wrong on board.   

We Do:   Everyone writes the next three 3 wr words with group support. 

You Do:    Students will write the remaining wr words on the whiteboards. 
5 min. 

Dictation 

I wrote a letter to my mom. 
 
My dad hurt his wrist. 
 3 min. 

Text Application 

1. Identify target words in story 2. 
2. Read story 2.   

10 
min. 



 

Explicit Instruction for Phonics Intervention 

Skill: wr, Week 2 
Instructional Day:  Four 

Section Instructional Routine Time 

Warm-up 
Activities 

Review Activity:    Open Sort:  Give the students the following word cards and have them sort 
them creating their own columns. 
   
Word List:     rat, ran, rope, race, rot, rug, rig, ripe, cat, map, hat, rat, pin, leg, pig, wig, zip, pot, 
hot, hut, hug 

2 min. 

Phonological 
Awareness and 
Articulation of 

Skill 

Activate Phonemic Awareness 

 
Articulation:   

If skill is secure, then spend this time in text application. 
3 min. 

Letter-Sound 
Correspondence 

Letter sound Correspondence 
 

 
Word List:    
 

If skill is secure, then spend this time in text application. 

2 min. 

Word Reading 
Blending Routines 

(sound-by-sound or 
continuous) 

Word Reading List:      wrong, wren, wrench, wreath, wrought, wring, wry, Wright, wrist, 
wreck, wrote, wrapped, wretch, Wrig 
I Do:   Teacher puts 2 columns on board - r and wr.  Blend two words and place in the appropriate 
column. 

We Do:    Choose a student to follow the same steps. 

You Do:   Students work in small groups and continue sorting. 

5 min. 

Word Work 

Word Building Words:     wrong, wren, wrench, wreath, wrought, wring, wry, Wright, wrist, 
wreck, wrote, wrapped, wretch, Wrig 

I Do:   Teacher writes the word wrong on board by modeling how to segment the sounds orally 
and write the different phonemes.  Repeat with wring. 

We Do:  Students take turns modeling, with group support, how to segment the sounds in the 
words wreath and wrench while writing them on the board. 

You Do:    Students will write the words from the word list with a partner using the modeled 
routine. 

 

5 min. 

Dictation 

Wrig hurt his right wrist using a wrench. 
 

3 min. 

Text Application 

1. Read story two. 

10 
min. 



 

Explicit Instruction for Phonics Intervention 

Skill: wr, Week 2 
Instructional Day:  Five 

Section Instructional Routine Time 

Warm-up 
Activities 

Review Activity:      Students will stand up when they hear a word with the /r/ sound. 

 
Word List:   wren, wrench, wrist, cat, hop, dog 2 min. 

Phonological 
Awareness and 
Articulation of 

Skill 

Activate Phonemic Awareness:   
 

 

Articulation:    
If skill is secure, then spend this time in text application. 

3 min. 

Letter-Sound 
Correspondence 

Letter sound Correspondence:    
 
Word List 
 

If skill is secure, then spend this time in text application. 

2 min. 

Word Reading 
Blending Routines 

(sound-by-sound or 
continuous) 

Word Reading List:  wrong, wren, wrench, wreath, wrought, wring, wry, Wright, wrist, 
wreck, wrote, wrapped, wretch, Wrig 

I Do:      Use word cards for word sort.  Use column headers wr and r.  Read and place two or three 
cards in appropriate columns. 

We Do:   Select two or more words and discuss where to put them together as a group. 

You Do:    Pass all cards out.  Students will work in groups and put the cards in the appropriate 
column. 

5 min. 

Word Work 

Word Building Words:   wrong, wren, wrench, wreath, wrought, wring, wry, Wright, wrist, 
wreck, wrote, wrapped, wretch, Wrig 

I Do:     Teacher will model writing two of the words for the students. 

We Do:    A pair of students will work together to write the next two words. 

You Do:    Teacher dictates remaining words for students to write as time permits.   

5 min. 

Dictation 

I wrapped the box. 
 
She wrote a note to Mr. Wright. 
 3 min. 

Text Application 

1. Read story three. 
2. Formative Assessment:  Student should read targeted skill words with the goal being 95% 

accuracy.   10 
min. 



 

Explicit Instruction for Phonics Intervention 

Target Words For wr Stories 
 

 

Story 1 Story 2 Story 3 
Skill Specific 
New words 

(10-14) 

Skill Specific 
 New Words  

(5-7) 

Skill Specific 
Words From  
Story 1  (5-7) 

Skill Specific 
New words 

(10-14 words) 
wrong wrist wren wreak 
wren wreck wrong wrest 

(extract) 
wrench wrote wrought wrack  
wreath wrapped wrench writhed 

wrought wretch  wrap 
wring Wrig (name)  Writ (name) 
wry   write 

 Wright (name)   wreathe 
 
 

   

 
 

   

 
 

   

 
 

   

 
 

   

 
 

   

 
 

   

 



 

 

Explicit Instruction for Phonics Intervention 

Instructional Focus: wr 

 

Story Number: 1 

 

 

Mr. Wright 

 

 Mr. Wright lived on a ranch.  Mr. Wright rode a horse and wore a cow 

boy shirt.  Mr. Wright’s shirt had a stain on it.  Mr. Wright gave a wry smile when 

he saw the shirt and went to wash it.  Then, Mr. Wright had to wring out the 

wet shirt.   

 As Mr. Wright rode his horse one day, he saw a wren sitting on a wreath.  

The wreath was on a wrought-iron rail.  Mr. Wright went to his tool box to get a 

wrench to fix the wrought-iron rail.  The wrench was the wrong tool.  Mr. Wright 

got a file. The wren flew away.  Mr. Wright used the file and fixed the rail. Now, 

that Mr. Wright has fixed the wrought-iron rail, the wren can sit on the wreath 

again. 



 

Explicit Instruction for Phonics Intervention 

Instructional Focus: wr 

 

Story Number: 2 

 

 

The Wrench 

 

 Wrig was a wreck.  Wrig hurt his right wrist using a wrench.  Wrig wrapped 

his wrist in tape.  Wren watched.  Wren tried to take the wrench.  The wrench 

was too much for Wren, and he dropped it on Wrig’s left wrist.  Wrig was 

wrought with pain.  

 Wren wrote a note.  It said, “I’m sorry.  I was so wrong when I took your 

wrench and hurt your left wrist.  I was a wretch.”   

 Wrig read the note. Then Wren wrapped Wrig’s left wrist.  Wrig is a wreck! 



 

Explicit Instruction for Phonics Intervention 

Instructional Focus: wr 

 

Story Number: 3 

 

 

Writ the Wren 

 

 A little brown wren named Writ is a wreck. Writ wants to write a song on 

gift wrap for his friend.  Writ has no pen.  Writ tries to wrest a pen from the tool 

box.  Wren does not get a pen.  He gets a wrench.  It is the wrong tool. 

 Writ the wren will find a pen to write the song on the gift wrap for his 

friend. Writ finds a pen stuck in the wreath on the fence.  Now, Writ is not a 

wreck.  Writ can write his song. 

 Writ will make his friend a wreath from the wrack of ferns in the barn too.  

Writ will wreathe, or twist, the wrack of ferns on a branch.  Writ will tie his song 

to the wreath and give it to his friend. 

 Writ’s friend loved the song on the wreath.  She danced when she got 

the gift, but fell on a wrench and writhed in pain.  Writ the wren put the 

wrench away, so it could not wreak more pain.  Then Writ and his friend sang 

the song together. 

 



Explicit Instruction for Phonics Intervention 

Skill: Complex Consonants wr, Week 3 
Instructional Day:  One 

Section Instructional Routine Time 

Warm-up 
Activities 

Review Activity:  Pancake Words (Sight Word Drill)– Students will take turns flipping over 
word cards with a spatula.  As each student turns over a word, he will pronounce the word. 

   
Word List:  always, because, before, buy, both, does, many, their, upon, which, why, or other 
grade level appropriate Dolch list words 

 

2 min. 

Phonological 
Awareness and 
Articulation of 

Skill 

Activate Phonemic Awareness:    Stand up if you hear /r/ beginning sounds, sit down if 
you don't. 
 

Word List:   /r/ words: wreck, wreath, Wrick, wrong, wry, wrath 
Other words:  zip, whip, tot, lid, book 
 

Articulation:       To make the sound, the jaws are open enough for the tip of the tongue to rise 
toward the top of the mouth. It immediately drops to prepare for the next sound. 

 

3 min. 

Letter-Sound 
Correspondence 

Letter sound Correspondence:  Give students a “wr” card and have students practice 
making the sound.  Next, show a word card for each word in the list, say the work and allow 
students to take turns placing highlighter tape on the “wr” and saying /r/.  
 
Word List:   write, wreck, wrong, wry, wring. wrench 

 
 

2 min. 

Word Reading 
Blending Routines 

(sound-by-sound or 
continuous) 

Word Reading List:  wreck, wreath, Wrick, wrong, wry, wrath, write, wrench 

I Do:  Show students the word card for wreck.  Blend the word and say the word. 

We Do:  As students look at the word card for wreath, have them blend the word and say the 
word chorally.   

You Do: Give each student a stack of word cards.  Students will individually blend quietly and say 
the word quietly as the teacher gives corrective feedback.   

5 min. 

Word Work 

Word Building Words: wry-wrath-wrung-wreath-wren-wrong-wreck  

I Do:    Teacher uses magnetic letters to encode the word wreck on white board, says the word, 
then changes the letters and inserts a new rime – ack. New word is wrack. 
We Do:   Show wren.  Have students use their magnetic letters to substitute -en with -ong.  Have 
student read silently, then say it together on cue. 

You Do:   Have studetns complete the following words on list using their magnetic letters.   

5 min. 

Dictation 

wreath 
wrong 
wry 
wreck 

 

3 min. 

Text Application 
1.  Have students identify the words in story one that contain the targeted skill. 
2. Read the identified words. 
3. Read Story One. 

10 
min. 



 

Explicit Instruction for Phonics Intervention 

Skill: Complex Consonants wr, Week 3 
Instructional Day:  Two 

Section Instructional Routine Time 

Warm-up 
Activities 

Review Activity:  Review of “ch” with Stepping Up Activity.  When students hear a “ch” word, 
they will step forward.  Students will step back if they hear a word without “ch.” 

   
Word List:  ch words:  itch, ditch, stitch, fetch, patch, latch 
                    other words:  her, toe, how, joy, toil, made, kite  

2 min. 

Phonological 
Awareness and 
Articulation of 

Skill 

Activate Phonemic Awareness:   Give students cereal pieces to eat when they hear a 
word with /r/. 

Word List: /r/ words: wreck, wreath, wrong, wry, wrath, wretch 
                           other words: stone, tack, bug, foil 
 

Articulation:       To make the sound, the jaws are open enough for the tip of the tongue to rise 
toward the top of the mouth. It immediately drops to prepare for the next sound. 
 

 

3 min. 

Letter-Sound 
Correspondence 

Letter sound Correspondence:  Students will be given a word list with the words below.  
They will highlight the “wr” words and say the /r/ sound as they highlight them. 
 
 
Word List:   wr words: wry, wrong, wris, wrath, writch, wrog 
                         other words: cat, map, sat, pin, leg, pig, zap, cloud, shut 

 

2 min. 

Word Reading 
Blending Routines 

(sound-by-sound or 
continuous) 

Word Reading List:  wreck, wreath, wrong, wry, wrath, wretch 

I Do:  The teacher will place word cards on table.  The teacher will blend the first word, wreck, and 
think aloud about the word.  The teacher will then repeat the word.  

We Do:  Students will silently blend the next word, wreath, and chorally say the word. 

You Do: Students will use individual stacks of word cards to silently blend and quietly say each 
word while the teacher gives corrective feedback. 

5 min. 

Word Work 

Word Building Words:  wrath, wren, wreck, wring 

I Do:  Ask students to watch as you add magnetic letters to the initial wr to create wrap.  Blend the 
word and say the word.  

We Do:  Students will add “y” to “wr” to create wry.  Together students will blend the word and 
then say the word with teacher support. 

You Do:  Students will add letters to “wr” to create words.  Students will quietly blend and say 
the words. 

5 min. 

Dictation 

 
ship wreck 
wrong way 
green wreath 

 
3 min. 

Text Application 

1. Read story one with identified target words. 
2. Read clean copy of story one. 

10 
min. 



 

Explicit Instruction for Phonics Intervention 

Skill: Complex Consonants wr, Week 3 
Instructional Day:  Three 

Section Instructional Routine Time 

Warm-up 
Activities 

Review Activity:  Place sight word cards on the wall randomly or project them unto the wall.  
Students will take turns swatting the words with a swatter as the teacher pronounces the words. 

   
Word List:  always, because, been, both, does, cold, don’t, off, pull, upon, wish, first, would, or 
other grade level appropriate Dolch list words 
 

2 min. 

Phonological 
Awareness and 
Articulation of 

Skill 

Activate Phonemic Awareness:    If additional practice is needed, see 
previous lessons. 
 
Articulation:  
 
 

If skill is secure, then spend this time in text application. 

3 min. 

Letter-Sound 
Correspondence 

Letter sound Correspondence    If additional practice is needed, see 
previous lessons. 
 
Word List:  
 
 

If skill is secure, then spend this time in text application. 

2 min. 

Word Reading 
Blending Routines 

(sound-by-sound or 
continuous) 

Word Reading List:  wreck, wreath, Wrick, wrong, wry, wrath, Wright 

I Do:   Model reading the wr word list. 

We Do:  Read the wr word list together. 

You Do:  Students will read the wr word list with a partner. 
5 min. 

Word Work 

Word Building Words:   wreck, wreath, Wrick, wrong, wry, wrath, Wright 

I Do:   Phoneme grapheme map the word wreck using letter tiles and Elkonin boxes. 

We Do:  Students will repeat the mapping of the word wreck. 

You Do:  As the teacher gives each word left in the list, students will individually map the words. 
Students will quietly say each word after mapping. 
 

5 min. 

Dictation 

 
wry the cloth 
wreck on a bike 

3 min. 

Text Application 

1. Identify target words in story 2. 
2. Read story 2.   

10 
min. 



 

Explicit Instruction for Phonics Intervention 

Skill: Complex Consonants wr, Week 3 
Instructional Day:  Four 

Section Instructional Routine Time 

Warm-up 
Activities 

Review Activity:  Students will sort words into two categories – “sh” words and “ch” words. 

   
Word List:  sh words:  shout, shine, shut, shun, ship, shag 
                            ch words:  chin, chip, chat, chick, chew 

 

2 min. 

Phonological 
Awareness and 
Articulation of 

Skill 

Activate Phonemic Awareness:    If additional practice is needed, see 
previous lessons. 
 
Articulation:   
 
 

If skill is secure, then spend this time in text application. 

3 min. 

Letter-Sound 
Correspondence 

Letter sound Correspondence:  If additional practice is needed, see 
previous lessons. 
 
Word List:  
 
 

If skill is secure, then spend this time in text application. 

2 min. 

Word Reading 
Blending Routines 

(sound-by-sound or 
continuous) 

Word Reading List:  wr words: wreck, wreath, wrong, wry, wrath 
                                                  R words: rush, ray, ride, row 

I Do:  The teacher will say each word on a word card and place the card in the correct column. 

We Do:  Students will work with the teacher to sort words. 

You Do: Students will take turns choosing a word and placing it under the correct column. 

5 min. 

Word Work 

Word Building Words:  wrench, wreath, wrong, wry, wrath, wright 

I Do:   The teacher will use letter tiles to create wrench.  The teacher will blend the word and 
repeat the word. 
We Do:  Together students will use letter tiles to create wrench, blend it together and repeat the 
word. 

You Do:  As the teacher says each word, students will create the word with letter tiles and quietly 
blend the word and repeat the word with corrective feedback. 

5 min. 

Dictation 

 
I saw the wrath of my friend when she was mad. 
Jack had a wreck on his bike. 

3 min. 

Text Application 

1. Read story two. 

10 
min. 



 

Explicit Instruction for Phonics Intervention 

Skill: Complex Consonants wr, Week 3 
Instructional Day:  Five 

Section Instructional Routine Time 

Warm-up 
Activities 

Review Activity:   Place sight word cards on the wall randomly or project them unto the wall.  
Students will take turns swatting the words with a swatter as the teacher pronounces the words. 
 

  Word List:  every, know, once, round, some, thank, walk, where, white, again, has, after, or 
other grade level appropriate words 
 

2 min. 

Phonological 
Awareness and 
Articulation of 

Skill 

Activate Phonemic Awareness:  If additional practice is needed, see 
previous lessons. 
 
Articulation:  
 
 

If skill is secure, then spend this time in text application. 

3 min. 

Letter-Sound 
Correspondence 

Letter sound Correspondence:  If additional practice is needed, see 
previous lessons. 
 
Word List:  
 
 

If skill is secure, then spend this time in text application. 

2 min. 

Word Reading 
Blending Routines 

(sound-by-sound or 
continuous) 

Word Reading List:  Open Sort: wrens, wrote, wrist, wreck, wreath, wrong, wry, wrath, sap, 
flag, bat, stab, rat, trap 
I Do: “Watch and listen as I think about how to sort these words.”  While thinking aloud, the 
teacher sorts wreath, wrath, wren.  (You can sort these words by ending sounds –en –th) 

We Do:   After the word cards used by the teacher are remixed, students will sort them again as 
the teacher asks questions to guide think aloud. 

You Do:   In pairs the student will sort words. 

5 min. 

Word Work 

Word Building Words:  wreck, wrath, wren, wrote, wrist 

I Do:   Model encoding the word wreck on a white board. 

We Do:  Students will encode the word wreck and wren together. 

You Do:  As the teacher gives each word left in the list, students will individually encode the 
words.  

5 min. 

Dictation 

 
The wrens will pick at the wreath. 
I wrote my name on my wrist. 

3 min. 

Text Application 

1. Read story three. 
2. Formative Assessment:  Student should read targeted skill words with the goal being 95% 

accuracy.   10 
min. 



 

Explicit Instruction for Phonics Intervention 

Target Words For (list skill here) Stories 
 

 

Story 1 Story 2 Story 3 
Skill Specific 
New words 

(10-14) 

Skill Specific 
 New Words  

(5-7) 

Skill Specific 
Words From  
Story 1  (5-7) 

Skill Specific 
New words 

(10-14 words) 
wreck wrens Wrick wrung 

wreath wrote wreck Wrig 
Wrick wrist wrong wrap 
wrong  wry wrought 

Wry (twisted)   writhe 
wrath   write 

   wrens 
    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

 



 

 

Explicit Instruction for Phonics Intervention 

Instructional Focus: Complex Consonants wr, Week 3 

 

Story Number: 1 

 

 

Wrick’s Wreath 
     Wrick saw the pretty wreath on the door.  Wrick could not 

leave it there.  He soon took the wreath from the door.  He knew it 

was wrong but he bent the wreath to make it wry.  The wreath was 

a wreck! Now the wreath was not fit to be on the wall.  The wreath 

had a big twist in it. 

Mom and Dad saw the wreath.  Mom and Dad knew that it 

was wrong for Wrick to make the wreath wry. Soon Wrick would see 

the wrath from Mom and Dad.  Wrick would have to fix the wreath. 

Wrick knew to wry the wreath was wrong.  Wrick knew he would 

have to fix the wreath.  Mom and Dad would thank Wrick, and there 

would be no wrath from Mom and Dad.   



 

Explicit Instruction for Phonics Intervention 

Instructional Focus: Complex Consonants wr, Week 3 

 

Story Number: 2 

 

 

Wrick Wrote a Note 

  Wrick was on his bike.  Wrick went the wrong way on the path 

while looking at the wrens in the field.  While Wrick looked at the 

wrens in the field he did not see the wrens fly in front of the bike.  The 

wrens that flew in front of his back caused Wrick to wreck. Wrick hurt 

his wrist in the fall.  Wrick looked to see that he did not wry the nest 

of the wrens.  The nest of the wrens was not hurt.  

A man came to help Wrick.  The man saw that Wrick’s wrist was 

hurt, so the man took Wrick to see the nurse.  The nurse saw the wrist 

and told Wrick that he was just fine.  The wrist would hurt but not for 

too long. 

Wrick wrote a note of thanks to the man and nurse who helped 

him.   



 

Explicit Instruction for Phonics Intervention 

Instructional Focus: Complex Consonants wr, Week 3 

 

Story Number: 3 

 

 

Wrig the Dog 

I did not know how to show Mom that I could take care of a 

dog.  I would name him Wrig. I would not let Wrig dig near the 

wrought iron fence.  I would not let Wright wreak holes in the chair.  

Wrig would stay on the rug. 

Mom wrung her hands.  She did not think I should have a dog. 

Then Mom saw under the couch.  What was that?  She saw a dog 

that dad hid.  Mom was not happy.  She wrung her hands again.  

Soon the dog ran to Mom, and she bent to pet the dog.  All he 

did was writhe under Mom’s hand.  It was funny.  Dad said to Mom, 

“See how cute this dog is?”  Dad went to play with the dog.   

“What is his name?” said Mom. 

“His name is Wrig,” I said.  “He is a yellow lab.” 

I will write Wrig’s name on his box.  I will wrap Wrig so he can 

sleep and be warm.  Wrig will not dig near the wrought iron fence.  

Wrig will not wreak holes in socks.  Wrig will chase the wrens.  His tail 

will writhe when his name is said.  Wrig will be a good dog. 


