
Explicit Instruction for Phonics Intervention 

Skill: Vowel Team igh/y, Week 1 
Instructional Day:  One 

Section Instructional Routine Time 

Warm-up 
Activities 

Review Activity:   Sight Word Cards     Speed drill 
   
Word List:    got, so, new, now, his, are, they, hit, saw, will, play, next, there, their, 
were, together, friend 

2 min. 

Phonological 
Awareness and 
Articulation of 

Skill 

Activate Phonemic Awareness:  Thumbs up for words with /ī/. 
 

Articulation:   Look in your mirrors and see the shape of your mouth when you say /ī/. 
 
Words with short e & i: Ed, egg, ebb, beg, hen, met, vest, bed, it, pit, sit, him, nin 
Long I words: fly, bright, sky, high, spy, slight, might, fright 

3 min. 

Letter-Sound 
Correspondence 

Letter sound Correspondence:   The   /ī/ sound can be spelled 3 ways.  You have 
already learned i_e.  Two other ways to spell   /ī/ are igh and y when the y is at the end of 
a one-syllable word.  Give students cards with both spelling and have them underline the 
igh or y, then say the sound. 

 
Word List:  fly, bright, night, sky, high, Ty, spy, sight, might, fright, my, fry, ply, sly, 
thigh, blight ,plight, nigh 
 

2 min. 

Word Reading 
Blending Routines 

(sound-by-sound or 
continuous) 

Word Reading List:    fly, bright, night, sky, high, Ty, spy, sight, might, fright, my, fry, 
ply, sly, thigh, blight ,plight, nigh 

I Do:   Choose a card from a deck and read the word aloud.  Model how to read the 
word sound by sound and then blend. 
We Do:   Let’s do one together. Turn over one card.  Using your routines scaffold the 
children to “sound out” the word.  Continue assisting until student can work 
independently. 
You Do:    Each student reads words from an individual stack of cards.  Listen to each 
student read his stack and provide feedback. 

5 min. 

Word Work 

Word Building Words:    Chain 1: fly, ply, sly, by, Ty      Chain 2:  night, might, sight, 
fright  Chain 3:  light, bright, fright, fry, ply, sly 
I Do:   Model for students how to encode the word fly.  Change fly to ply, ply to sly.  Each 
time, talk about flexing the word.    
We Do:    Have students write the word night; change to might, sight and fright. 
You Do:    Dictate the word chains for each child to write on white boards. 

5 min. 

Dictation 
 
fly, bright, might, sky, spy, sight 3 min. 

Text Application 

 
1.  Have students identify the words in story one that contain the targeted skill. 
2. Read the identified words. 
3. Read Story One. 

10 
min. 



 

Explicit Instruction for Phonics Intervention 

Skill: Vowel Team igh/y, Week 1 
Instructional Day:  Two 

Section Instructional Routine Time 

Warm-up 
Activities 

Review Activity:   Sight Word Cards     Speed drill 
   
Word List:    got, so, new, now, his, are, they, hit, saw, will, play, next, there, their, 
were, together, friend 

2 min. 

Phonological 
Awareness and 
Articulation of 

Skill 

Activate Phonemic Awareness:  Thumbs up for words with /ī/. 
 

Articulation:   Look in your mirrors and see the shape of your mouth when you say  /ī/. 
 
Words with short e & i: Ed, egg, ebb, beg, hen, met, vest, bed, it, pit, sit, him, nin 
Long I words: fly, bright, sky, high, spy, slight, might, fright 

3 min. 

Letter-Sound 
Correspondence 

Letter sound Correspondence:   The   /ī/ sound can be spelled 3 ways.  You have 
already learned i_e.  Two other ways to spell   /ī/ is igh and y when the y is at the end of a 
one-syllable word.  Give students cards with both spelling and have them underline the 
igh or y, then say the sound. 
 
Word List:  fly, bright, night, sky, high, Ty, spy, sight, might, fright, my, fry, ply, sly, 
thigh, blight ,plight, nigh 
 

2 min. 

Word Reading 
Blending Routines 

(sound-by-sound or 
continuous) 

Word Reading List:   fly, bright, night, sky, high, Ty, spy, sight, might, fright, my, fry, 
ply, sly, thigh, blight ,plight, nigh 

I Do:     Choose a card from a deck and read the word aloud.  Model how to read the 
word sound by sound and then blend. 
We Do:     Let’s do one together. Turn over one card.  Using your routines scaffold the 
children to “sound out” the word. Model how to whisper read.  Continue assisting until 
student can work independently. 
You Do:    Create partners.  Whisper read word cards to your partner.  

5 min. 

Word Work 

Word Building Words:     Word Chain with White Boards 
Model chain: light, bright, fright, fry, ply, sly 
I Do: Model for students how to encode the word light.  Change light to bright, bright to 
fright, fright to fry, fry to ply and ply to sly.   
 We Do:   Let’s do one together.  Chain  night-nigh-might-my-ply-plight 
You Do:   Let’s begin.  Chain:  high, sigh, sight, plight, high, sly, thigh 

5 min. 

Dictation 
 
the bright light, shy Ty,  high in the sky 3 min. 

Text Application 
 

1. Read story one with identified target words. 
2. Read clean copy of story one. 10 

min. 



 

Explicit Instruction for Phonics Intervention 

Skill: Vowel Team igh/y, Week 1 
Instructional Day:  Three 

Section Instructional Routine Time 

Warm-up 
Activities 

Review Activity:   Sight Word Cards     Speed drill 
   
Word List:    got, so, new, now, his, are, they, hit, saw, will, play, next, there, their, 
were, together, friend 

2 min. 

Phonological 
Awareness and 
Articulation of 

Skill 

Activate Phonemic Awareness:    If additional practice is needed, see 
previous lessons. 
 
Articulation:  
 

If skill is secure, then spend this time in text application. 

3 min. 

Letter-Sound 
Correspondence 

Letter sound Correspondence    If additional practice is needed, see 
previous lessons. 
 
Word List:  
 

If skill is secure, then spend this time in text application. 

2 min. 

Word Reading 
Blending Routines 

(sound-by-sound or 
continuous) 

Word Reading List:    Word List Sheets:  Sheet 1-fly-flit-flat-flight; Sheet2-night-
nigh-nit-not-nat-Nate; Sheet 3-fright-fret-frat-rat-rit-right; Sheet 4—sky-spy-spit-slit-
slight-plight 
I Do:  Model and think aloud how to read from list 1 words. 

We Do:  Let’s read one together.  Have students silently read the word on list 2.  Say the word 
together. Then continue reading the list with teacher providing appropriate prompting & 
scaffolding. 

You Do:    Creat partners. Whisper read list 3 & 4 together. 

5 min. 

Word Work 

Word Building Words:   Word Chain with White Boards 
 

I Do:    Model for students how to encode the word sit.  Chain sit to sight-night-nit-flit-
flight 
We Do:  Let’s do one together. Chain shy-she-be-by-to-Ty  

You Do:   Dictate the word chain below for students to write. 
He-high-nigh-nit-night-plight-ply-sly-slight 

 

5 min. 

Dictation 

 
the right night, sly Ty,  My thigh is red. 

3 min. 

Text Application 

 
1. Identify target words in story 2. 
2. Read story 2.   10 

min. 



 

Explicit Instruction for Phonics Intervention 

Skill: Vowel Team igh/y, Week 1 
Instructional Day:  Four 

Section Instructional Routine Time 

Warm-up 
Activities 

Review Activity:   Sight Word Cards     Speed drill 
   
Word List:    got, so, new, now, his, are, they, hit, saw, will, play, next, there, their, 
were, together, friend 

2 min. 

Phonological 
Awareness and 
Articulation of 

Skill 

Activate Phonemic Awareness:    If additional practice is needed, see 
previous lessons. 
 
Articulation:   
 

If skill is secure, then spend this time in text application. 

3 min. 

Letter-Sound 
Correspondence 

Letter sound Correspondence:  If additional practice is needed, see 
previous lessons. 
 
Word List:  

If skill is secure, then spend this time in text application. 

2 min. 

Word Reading 
Blending Routines 

(sound-by-sound or 
continuous) 

Word Reading List:     Closed Word Sort  slit, slight, pit, light, shy, by, bit, bright, nit, night, 
sight, sit, night, nit, fly, flit, high, spy, might, right, light, lit, tig, tight, brig 
 

I Do:   Use word cards for a word sort.  Use column headers: short vowels and long i.  
Read and place two or three cards in appropriate columns. 
 

We Do:    Select two more words and place them in the appropriate column. 
 

You Do:  Students take turns reading words and placing in the proper column 

5 min. 

Word Work 

Word Building Words:    brig, bright, sit, sight, spy, shy, fly, night, nit 

I Do:   I am going to say some words.  Watch me say the word might.  I am going to use 
these boxes (phoneme grapheme boxes) and I will push a cube for each sound in the 
word. Then I am going to write the letters that represent the word.  /m/ /ī/ /t/   (might) 

We Do:    Let’s do one together.  Say this word: fright.  What are the sounds in fright? 
(Teacher sounds it out with cubes in boxes.)  Let’s write the letters that represent the 
sounds.  
/f/ /r/ /ī/  /t/ (fright) 
 You Do:    Ask students to do the same with the following words. 

5 min. 

Dictation 
 
Sly Ty gave me a fright.  The fly is high in the sky. 

3 min. 

Text Application 
 

1. Read story two. 10 
min. 



 

Explicit Instruction for Phonics Intervention 

Skill: Vowel Team igh/y, Week 1 
Instructional Day:  Five 

Section Instructional Routine Time 

Warm-up 
Activities 

Review Activity:   Sight Word Cards     Speed drill 
   
Word List:    got, so, new, now, his, are, they, hit, saw, will, play, next, there, their, 
were, together, friend 

2 min. 

Phonological 
Awareness and 
Articulation of 

Skill 

Activate Phonemic Awareness:  If additional practice is needed, see 
previous lessons. 
 
Articulation:  
 
 

If skill is secure, then spend this time in text application. 

3 min. 

Letter-Sound 
Correspondence 

Letter sound Correspondence:  If additional practice is needed, see 
previous lessons. 
 
Word List:  
 

If skill is secure, then spend this time in text application. 

2 min. 

Word Reading 
Blending Routines 

(sound-by-sound or 
continuous) 

Word Reading List: Open Sort—shy, flight, right, by, shy, light, fright, high, might, 
sight, night, bright, spy, yak, yam, yard, shift, brick, drip, drink, fist, which, pick, milk, 
splint 
I Do:    Choose a card from a deck and read the word aloud.  Do a “think aloud” after 
saying the word.  Place the word in a column.  Model until at least 3 columns. 
We Do:   Ask students to read card silently.  Discuss. 
You Do:   Students take turns sorting the remaining words. 

5 min. 

Word Work 

Word Building Words:   Write Words on White Boards 

I Do:    I am going to say some words.  Watch me write the word light. 
 We Do:    Let’s do one together.  Say this word: right.  What are the sounds in right? 
(Teacher sounds it out with cubes in boxes.)  Let’s write the letters that represent the 
sounds.  
/r/ /ī/ /t/  (right) 
 You Do:   shy, flight, right, by, shy, light, sky, bright, fright, night 

5 min. 

Dictation 

 
Do not spy on the fly.  Ned gave me a fright. 

3 min. 

Text Application 

 
1. Read story three. 
2. Formative Assessment:  Student should read targeted skill words with the goal being 95% 

accuracy.   10 
min. 



 

Explicit Instruction for Phonics Intervention 

Target Words For Vowel Team igh/y Stories 
 

 

Story 1 Story 2 Story 3 
Skill Specific 
New words 

(10-14) 

Skill Specific 
 New Words  

(5-7) 

Skill Specific 
Words From  
Story 1  (5-7) 

Skill Specific 
New words 

(10-14 words) 
fly shy Ty slight 

bright flight sky fight 
night right bright dry 
sky by night rye 
high shy fright why 
Ty light spy pry 
spy  high tight 

sight   sigh 
might   cry 
fright   try 

    

    

    

    

    

 



 

 

Explicit Instruction for Phonics Intervention 

Instructional Focus: Vowel Team igh/y, Week 1 

 

Story Number: 1 

 

 

The Fly 

 

A fly is in the bright night sky.  The fly is 

high in the sky.  Ty might spy on the fly that 

is high in the sky.  Ty would need good 

sight to see so high.  The fly might go too 

high for Ty to see.  The fly is too high in the 

sky for Ty to see.  What a fright! 



Explicit Instruction for Phonics Intervention 

Instructional Focus: Vowel Team igh/y, Week 1 

 

Story Number: 2 

 

 

Shy Ty 

Did shy Ty see a bird?  Was it in the sky?  Yes, it 

took flight in the bright night.  It went right by 

shy Ty.  It gave shy Ty a fright when he felt it go 

right by him and into the night sky.  Shy Ty will 

spy on the bird.  He must spy on the bird from 

up high.   Shy Ty hopes the moon gives off light, 

so he can spy on the night bird that gave him 

the fright.



Explicit Instruction for Phonics Intervention 

Instructional Focus: Vowel Team igh/y, Week 1 

 

Story Number: 3 

 

 

The Fight

 

The boy and girl had a slight fight.  The boy 

had a dry rye bun.  The girl took his dry rye bun.  

The boy said, “Why did you pry this dry rye bun 

from my tight hand?”  He heard a sigh.  Then 

he heard the girl begin to cry.  She was shy and 

did not want the dry rye bun.  She just wants to 

be friends. Together the boy and girl will try to 

feed the dry rye bun to the birds. 



Explicit Instruction for Phonics Intervention 

Skill: Vowel Team igh/y, Week 2 
Instructional Day:  One 

Section Instructional Routine Time 

Warm-up 
Activities 

Review Activity:  Students will review sight words by playing BANG!  Word cards are placed in 
a paper sack.  As each student draws a card, he/she will read the sight word and keep the word card.  
If a student draws the BANG! card, all cards are placed back in the bag, and the game begins again. 

 Word List:  went, up, play, saw, what, could, not, want, down, to, at, will, find, on, can, see, in, 
when, come, around, too 

2 min. 

Phonological 
Awareness and 
Articulation of 

Skill 

Activate Phonemic Awareness:   Students will give thumbs up if they hear a word with a 
long i sound.  
Word Choices:  long i – shy, flight, night, Ty, spy, fly, by 
                     other – sit, flag, nut, tag, stand, fork, big 

Articulation:   Students will watch themselves in mirrors as they form the long i sound. As they 
articulate the sound, have them pay attention to how their mouths move and where their tongue is. 
(Some linguists consider the long i sound a diphthong with two mouth movements.) 
 
 

3 min. 

Letter-Sound 
Correspondence 

Letter sound Correspondence:  The teacher will remind students that they have already 
spelled long i as i_e and now are practicing two other ways to spell long i -- igh and y when long i  is 
at the end of a one syllable word. Students will use cards with both spellings to support them as 
they underline the long i in the words from individual lists.  Students will say the sound as they 
underline. 

Word List:   shy, flight, night, Ty, spy, fly, by, sight, might, plight, blight, nigh and thigh 
(exceptions to long i at the end of a one syllable word rule – flight, night, might, plight, blight, sight) 
 

 

2 min. 

Word Reading 
Blending Routines 

(sound-by-sound or 
continuous) 

Word Reading List:  shy, flight, night, Ty, spy, fly, by, slight, fight, dry, sigh, cry, try 

I Do:  The teacher chooses at least two word cards from the pile and models how to read the word 
sound by sound and then blend.  

We Do:  The teacher chooses at least two more word cards and uses the sounding out routine 
with the students.  

You Do: Students will practice reading words from individual sets of word cards.  The teacher will 
provide corrective feedback. 

5 min. 

Word Work 

Word Building Words:  chain 1: spy-Ty-fly; chain 2: flight-night-light; chain 3: light-night-
fright-sight 
I Do: The teacher will model for the students how to encode spy with magnetic letters.  Change 
spy to Ty and then to fly.  

We Do: Students will create flight with guidance and change it to night and then light. 

You Do:  Students will create each chain with letter cards and corrective feedback. 

5 min. 

Dictation 
by 
fly 
night 
shy 

3 min. 

Text Application 
1.  Have students identify the words in story one that contain the targeted skill. 
2. Read the identified words. 
3. Read Story One. 

10 
min. 



 

Explicit Instruction for Phonics Intervention 

Skill: Vowel Team igh/y, Week 2 
Instructional Day:  Two 

Section Instructional Routine Time 

Warm-up 
Activities 

Review Activity:   Students will review sight words by playing BANG!  Word cards are placed in 
a paper sack.  As each student draws a card, he/she will read the sight word and keep the word card.  
If a student draws the BANG! card, all cards are placed back in the bag, and the game begins again. 

 Word List:   went, up, play, saw, what, could, not, want, down, to, at, will, find, on, can, see, in, 
when, come, around, too 
 

2 min. 

Phonological 
Awareness and 
Articulation of 

Skill 

Activate Phonemic Awareness:   Phoneme Substitution 
Say show. Turn long o into long i. New word? shy 
Say spay. Turn long a into long i. New word? spy 
Say tee. Turn long e into long i. New word? Ty 
Say be.  Turn long e into long i. New word? by 

Articulation:    Students will watch themselves in mirrors as they form the long I sound. As they 
articulate the sound, have them pay attention to how their mouths move and where their tongue is. 
(Some linguists consider the long I sound a diphthong with two mouth movements.) 

 

3 min. 

Letter-Sound 
Correspondence 

Letter sound Correspondence:   The teacher will remind students that they have already 
spelled long i as i_e and now are practicing two other ways to spell long i -- igh and y when long i is 
at the end of a one syllable word. Students will use cards with both spellings to support them as 
they underline the long i in the words from individual lists.  Students will say the sound as they 
underline. 

Word List:    shy, flight, night, Ty, spy, fly, by, sight, might, plight, blight, nigh and thigh 
(exceptions to long i at the end of a one syllable word rule – flight, night, might, plight, blight, sight) 
 

2 min. 

Word Reading 
Blending Routines 

(sound-by-sound or 
continuous) 

Word Reading List:   shy, flight, night, Ty, spy, fly, by, slight, fight, dry, sigh, cry, try 

I Do:   The teacher chooses at least two word cards from the pile and models how to read the 
word sound by sound and then blend. The teacher will then model how to whisper read. 

We Do:  The teacher will turn over at least two cards and guide the students as they use the 
sounding out routine to sound out the word. The students will chorally whisper read the word. 
You Do: In pairs with a set of the word cards, students will practice whisper reading the words. 

5 min. 

Word Work 

Word Building Words:  chain 1: spy-Ty-fly; chain 2: flight-night-light; chain 3: light-night-
fright-fry-spy-shy 

I Do:    The teacher will model for the students how to encode spy with letter cards.  Change spy to 
Ty and they to fly.  

We Do:   Students will create flight with guidance and change it to night and then light. 

You Do:   Students will create each chain with magnetic letters and corrective feedback. 

5 min. 

Dictation 

 
Fly by 
night flight 
shy spy 
 

3 min. 

Text Application 

1. Read story one with identified target words. 
2. Read clean copy of story one. 

10 
min. 



 

Explicit Instruction for Phonics Intervention 

Skill: Vowel Team igh/y, Week 2 
Instructional Day:  Three 

Section Instructional Routine Time 

Warm-up 
Activities 

Review Activity:   Students will review sight words by playing BANG!  Word cards are placed in 
a paper sack.  As each student draws a card, he/she will read the sight word and keep the word card.  
If a student draws the BANG! card, all cards are placed back in the bag, and the game begins again. 

 Word List:   went, up, play, saw, what, could, not, want, down, to, at, will, find, on, can, see, in, 
when, come, around, too 

2 min. 

Phonological 
Awareness and 
Articulation of 

Skill 

Activate Phonemic Awareness:    If additional practice is needed, see 
previous lessons. 
 
Articulation:  
 
 

If skill is secure, then spend this time in text application. 

3 min. 

Letter-Sound 
Correspondence 

Letter sound Correspondence    If additional practice is needed, see 
previous lessons. 
 
Word List:  
 
 

If skill is secure, then spend this time in text application. 

2 min. 

Word Reading 
Blending Routines 

(sound-by-sound or 
continuous) 

Word Reading List:  shy, spy, Ty, fly, by, high, flight, night, fright, might 

I Do:  Using a flip book, the teacher will model thinking aloud through the sound-by-sound and 
blending routines for 2-3 words. 

We Do:  As the teacher flips to a new word, students will think about the sound-by-sound and 
blending routines and say the word chorally upon the teacher’s cue. 

You Do: With individual flip books, students will practice reading the words from the list. 

5 min. 

Word Work 

Word Building Words:  shy, flight, night, Ty, spy, fly, by, might, high, flight 

I Do:   Using Elkonin boxes and manipulatives, the teacher will model graphing the phonemes by 
placing a manipulative in each box to represent a sound in the word shy and in the word night. 

We Do:  Together, students will map fly and might. 

You Do:  Students will work with individual boxes and manipulatives and graph the phonemes in 
each word as the teacher pronounces it. 

5 min. 

Dictation 

that was a sight. 
fly and spy 
a shy flight 

3 min. 

Text Application 

1. Identify target words in story 2. 
2. Read story 2.   

10 
min. 



 

Explicit Instruction for Phonics Intervention 

Skill: Vowel Team igh/y, Week 2 
Instructional Day:  Four 

Section Instructional Routine Time 

Warm-up 
Activities 

Review Activity:   Flash Card Drill – Working in pairs, students will practice words with 
previously taught skills 
 Word List:   whip, sand, boat, Nate, chin, thin, fit, hat, lute, graph, lot, shack, slip, crab, grill, 
brat, class, flag, clue, snack, scat, spike, stand, bath, chump, she, shut, or other grade level 
appropriate Dolch list words 
 
 

2 min. 

Phonological 
Awareness and 
Articulation of 

Skill 

Activate Phonemic Awareness:    If additional practice is needed, see 
previous lessons. 
 
Articulation:   
 
 

If skill is secure, then spend this time in text application. 

3 min. 

Letter-Sound 
Correspondence 

Letter sound Correspondence:  If additional practice is needed, see 
previous lessons. 
 
Word List:  
 
 

If skill is secure, then spend this time in text application. 

2 min. 

Word Reading 
Blending Routines 

(sound-by-sound or 
continuous) 

Word Reading List:   shy, spy, Ty, fly, why, by, high, nigh, thigh, bright, flight, night, fright, 
might 

I Do:  Using word cards, the teacher will model a closed sort by choosing, thinking aloud to blend 
and placing 2-3 word cards under the correct category in a wall pocket chart. 
We Do:  The teacher will select another card and guide the students as they think aloud, blend, 
and decide under which category the word should be placed.  

You Do: In pairs with small pocket charts, students will complete a closed sort 

5 min. 

Word Work 

Word Building Words:   shy, flight, night, Ty, spy, fly, by, sight, thigh, bright, fright, why 

I Do:    Using Elkonin boxes and manipulatives, the teacher will model graphing the phonemes by 
placing a manipulative in each box to represent a sound in the word shy and in the word night. 
We Do:   Together, students will map fly and bright. 

You Do:   Students will work with individual boxes and manipulatives and graph the phonemes in 
each word as the teacher pronounces it. 

5 min. 

Dictation 

Ty had a thigh that was a sight. 
Why do you spy on me? 
Ty will fly at night. 

3 min. 

Text Application 

1. Read story two. 

10 
min. 



 

Explicit Instruction for Phonics Intervention 

Skill: Vowel Team igh/y, Week 2 
Instructional Day:  Five 

Section Instructional Routine Time 

Warm-up 
Activities 

Review Activity:  Flash Card Drill – Working in pairs, students will practice words with 
previously taught skills 

 Word List:  whip, sand, boat, Nate, chin, thin, fit, hat, lute, graph, lot, shack, slip, crab, grill, 
brat, class, flag, clue, snack, scat, spike, stand, bath, chump, she, shut, or other grade level 
appropriate Dolch sight word lists 
 

2 min. 

Phonological 
Awareness and 
Articulation of 

Skill 

Activate Phonemic Awareness:  If additional practice is needed, see 
previous lessons. 
 
Articulation:  
 

If skill is secure, then spend this time in text application. 

3 min. 

Letter-Sound 
Correspondence 

Letter sound Correspondence:  If additional practice is needed, see 
previous lessons. 
 
Word List:  
 

If skill is secure, then spend this time in text application. 

2 min. 

Word Reading 
Blending Routines 

(sound-by-sound or 
continuous) 

Word Reading List:   shy, spy, Ty, fly, why, by, high, nigh, thigh, bright, flight, night, fright, 
might, fit, hat, sand, boat, Nate, chin, ship, whip, thin 

I Do:  The teacher will model an open sort while thinking aloud about categories and words to fit 
within those categories. 

We Do:  Together the students will begin another open sort and decide new categories. 

You Do: In pairs or groups of three, students will complete an open sort. 

5 min. 

Word Work 

Word Building Words:  shy, flight, night, Ty, spy, fly, by, sight, thigh, bright, fright, why 

I Do:    Using Elkonin boxes and manipulatives, the teacher will model graphing the phonemes by 
placing a manipulative in each box to represent a sound in the word shy and in the word night.  After 
each word is mapped, the teacher will write the word on a white board. 

We Do:   Together, students will map and write fly and bright on individual white boards. 

You Do:   Students will work with individual boxes and manipulatives and graph the phonemes in 
each word as the teacher pronounces it. Once the word is mapped, students will write the word on 
individual white boards. 

5 min. 

Dictation 

It was a bright sight on the flight. 
Ty will spy on me and fly in the night. 
Why am I too shy to fly? 

3 min. 

Text Application 

1. Read story three. 
2. Formative Assessment:  Student should read targeted skill words with the goal being 95% 

accuracy.   10 
min. 



 

Explicit Instruction for Phonics Intervention 

Target Words For (Vowel Team igh/y) Stories 
 

 

Story 1 Story 2 Story 3 
Skill Specific 
New words 

(10-14)* 

Skill Specific 
 New Words  

(5-7) 

Skill Specific 
Words From  

Story 1  (5-7)* 

Skill Specific 
New words 

(10-14 words)* 
shy sight Ty Sly 

flight thigh fly fry 
night bright  my  

Ty fright  right 
spy why  light 
fly    
by    

* Due to a limited number of 
words for this skill, fewer 

words have been included in 
passages. 

   

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

 



 

 

Explicit Instruction for Phonics Intervention 

Instructional Focus: Vowel Team igh/y, Week 2 

 

Story Number: 1 

 

 

Ty at Night 
Ty likes to spy at night.  Ty will find a bug on a path at night. Ty 

can see a bird in flight at night.   Ty would like to be a bird in flight at 

night.   Ty would like to be a bug on a path at night.  Ty likes to spy 

at night.  

When day comes, Ty is shy.  He does not like to spy when it is 

day.  Ty is shy around the bugs in the day.  Ty is shy when birds fly by 

him. Ty is too shy to spy in the day.  



 

Explicit Instruction for Phonics Intervention 

Instructional Focus: Vowel Team igh/y, Week 2 

 

Story Number: 2 

 

 

Fly on His Thigh 

When Ty went up the path to play, he saw a fly.  The fly was 

bright green.  The fly sat on his thigh.  What a sight! Ty could not tell 

why the bright green fly was on his thigh.  

The fly on the thigh of Ty was a fright.  Ty did not want to see a 

bright green fly on his thigh.  Ty did not want a fright.  The fly was a 

sight Ty did not want to see. 

Ty went back down the path.  The bright green fly left his thigh.   



 

Explicit Instruction for Phonics Intervention 

Instructional Focus: Vowel Team igh/y, Week 2 

 

Story Number: 3 

 

 

Sly Likes Cake 

Sly likes cake.  She likes to fry a cake in a pan.  Sly will fry a big 

cake in her pan.  To fry the cake, Sly will flip on the light so she can 

see.  Sly wants to get it right.  Sly does not want a bad cake.  

Sly says, “I will use my best pan to fry a nice cake.  It will be 

yellow and red, but I must see to fry.  I will flip on the light so I can 

see to fry a cake.” 

Sly will fry a cake for her mom and dad too.  Sly says, “I will use 

my best pan to fry a cake for my mom and dad.  I will fry a blue 

cake for them.”   



Explicit Instruction for Phonics Intervention 

Skill: Vowel Team igh/y, Week 3 
Instructional Day:  One 

Section Instructional Routine Time 

Warm-up 
Activities 

Review Activity:  Students will review sight words by playing BANG!  Word cards are placed in 
a paper sack.  As each student draws a card, he/she will read the sight word and keep the word card.  
If a student draws the BANG! card, all cards are placed back in the bag, and the game begins again. 

 Word List:  went, up, play, saw, what, could, not, want, down, to, at, will, find, on, can, see, in, 
when, come, around, too, or other grade level appropriate Dolch list words 

2 min. 

Phonological 
Awareness and 
Articulation of 

Skill 

Activate Phonemic Awareness:   Students will give thumbs up if they hear a word with a 
long I sound.  
Word Choices:  long I – shy, flight, night, Ty, spy, fly, by 
                     other – sit, flag, nut, tag, stand, fork, big 

Articulation:   Students will watch themselves in mirrors as they form the long I sound. As they 
articulate the sound, have them pay attention to how their mouths move and where their tongue is. 
(Some linguists consider the long I sound a diphthong with two mouth movements.) 
 

 

3 min. 

Letter-Sound 
Correspondence 

Letter sound Correspondence:  The teacher will remind students that they have already 
spelled /ī/ as i_e and now are practicing two other ways to spell /ī/ -- igh and y when /ī/ is at the end 
of a one syllable word. Students will use cards with both spellings to support them as they underline 
the /ī/ in the words from individual lists.  Students will say the sound as they underline. 

Word List:   shy, flight, night, Ty, spy, fly, by, sight, might, plight, blight, nigh and thigh 
(exceptions to /ī/  at the end of a one syllable word rule) 

2 min. 

Word Reading 
Blending Routines 

(sound-by-sound or 
continuous) 

Word Reading List:  shy, flight, night, Ty, spy, fly, by, slight, fight, dry, sigh, cry, try 

I Do:  The teacher chooses a word card from the pile and models how to read the word sound by 
sound and then blend.  

We Do:  The teacher chooses a second word card and uses the sounding out routine with the 
students.  

You Do: Students will practice reading words from individual sets of word cards.  The teacher will 
provide corrective feedback. 

5 min. 

Word Work 

Word Building Words:  chain 1: spy-Ty-fly; chain 2: flight-night-light; chain 3: light-night-
fright-sight 
I Do: The teacher will model for the students how to encode spy with letter cards.  Change spy to 
Ty and they to fly.  

We Do: Students will create flight with guidance and change it to night and then light. 

You Do:  Students will create each chain with letter cards and corrective feedback. 

5 min. 

Dictation 
by 
fly 
night 
shy 

3 min. 

Text Application 

1.  Have students identify the words in story one that contain the targeted skill. 
2. Read the identified words. 
3. Read Story One. 10 

min. 



 

Explicit Instruction for Phonics Intervention 

Skill: Vowel Team igh/y, Week 3 
Instructional Day:  Two 

Section Instructional Routine Time 

Warm-up 
Activities 

Review Activity:   Students will review sight words by playing BANG!  Word cards are placed in 
a paper sack.  As each student draws a card, he/she will read the sight word and keep the word card.  
If a student draws the BANG! card, all cards are placed back in the bag, and the game begins again. 

 Word List:   went, up, play, saw, what, could, not, want, down, to, at, will, find, on, can, see, in, 
when, come, around, too, or other grade level appropriate Dolch list words 
 

2 min. 

Phonological 
Awareness and 
Articulation of 

Skill 

Activate Phonemic Awareness:   Phoneme Substitution 
Say show. Turn /ō/into /ī/ . New word? shy   
Say spay. Turn /ā/ into /ī/. New word? spy 
Say tee. Turn /ē/ into /ī/ . New word? Ty 
Say be.  Turn /ē/ into /ī/ . New word? by 

Articulation:    Students will watch themselves in mirrors as they form the long I sound. As they 
articulate the sound, have them pay attention to how their mouths move and where their tongue is. 
(Some linguists consider the long I sound a diphthong with two mouth movements.) 

 

3 min. 

Letter-Sound 
Correspondence 

Letter sound Correspondence:   The teacher will remind students that they have already 
spelled /ī/ as i_e and now are practicing two other ways to spell /ī/ -- igh and y when /ī/   is at the 
end of a one syllable word. Students will use cards with both spellings to support them as they 
underline the /ī/ in the words from individual lists.  Students will say the sound as they underline. 

Word List:    shy, flight, night, Ty, spy, fly, by, sight, might, plight, blight, nigh and thigh 
(exceptions to /ī/  at the end of a one syllable word rule) 
 

2 min. 

Word Reading 
Blending Routines 

(sound-by-sound or 
continuous) 

Word Reading List:   shy, flight, night, Ty, spy, fly, by, slight, fight, dry, sigh, cry, try 

I Do:   The teacher chooses a word card from the pile and models how to read the word sound by 
sound and then blend. The teacher will then model how to whisper read. 

We Do:  The teacher will turn over a card and guide the students as they use the sounding out 
routine to sound out the word. The students will chorally whisper read the word. 
You Do: In pairs with a set of the word cards, students will practice whisper reading the words. 

5 min. 

Word Work 

Word Building Words:  chain 1: spy-Ty-fly; chain 2: flight-night-light; chain 3: light-night-
fright-fry-spy-shy 

I Do:    The teacher will model for the students how to encode spy with magnetic letters.  Change 
spy to Ty and they to fly.  

We Do:   Students will create flight with guidance and change it to night and then light. 

You Do:   Students will create each chain with magnetic letters. 

5 min. 

Dictation 

 
Fly by 
night flight 
shy spy 
 

3 min. 

Text Application 

1. Read story one with identified target words. 
2. Read clean copy of story one. 

10 
min. 



 

Explicit Instruction for Phonics Intervention 

Skill: Vowel Team igh/y, Week 3 
Instructional Day:  Three 

Section Instructional Routine Time 

Warm-up 
Activities 

Review Activity:   Students will review sight words by playing BANG!  Word cards are placed in 
a paper sack.  As each student draws a card, he/she will read the sight word and keep the word card.  
If a student draws the BANG! card, all cards are placed back in the bag, and the game begins again. 

 Word List:   went, up, play, saw, what, could, not, want, down, to, at, will, find, on, can, see, in, 
when, come, around, too, or other grade level appropriate Dolch list words 

2 min. 

Phonological 
Awareness and 
Articulation of 

Skill 

Activate Phonemic Awareness:    If additional practice is needed, see 
previous lessons. 
 
Articulation:  
 
 

If skill is secure, then spend this time in text application. 

3 min. 

Letter-Sound 
Correspondence 

Letter sound Correspondence    If additional practice is needed, see 
previous lessons. 
 
Word List:  
 
 

If skill is secure, then spend this time in text application. 

2 min. 

Word Reading 
Blending Routines 

(sound-by-sound or 
continuous) 

Word Reading List:  shy, spy, Ty, fly, by, high, flight, night, fright, might 

I Do:  Using a flip book, the teacher will model thinking aloud through the sound-by-sound and 
blending routines for 2-3 words. 

We Do:  As the teacher flips to a new word, students will think about the sound-by-sound and 
blending routines and say the word chorally upon the teacher’s cue. 

You Do: With individual flip books, students will practice reading the words from the list. 

5 min. 

Word Work 

Word Building Words:  shy, flight, night, Ty, spy, fly, by, might, high, flight 

I Do:   Using Elkonin boxes and manipulatives, the teacher will model graphing the phonemes by 
placing a manipulative in each box to represent a sound in the word shy and in the word night. 

We Do:  Together, students will map fly and might. 

You Do:  Students will work with individual boxes and manipulatives and graph the phonemes in 
each word as the teacher pronounces it. 

5 min. 

Dictation 

thigh that was a sight. 
fly and spy 
a shy flight 

3 min. 

Text Application 

1. Identify target words in story 2. 
2. Read story 2.   

10 
min. 



 

Explicit Instruction for Phonics Intervention 

Skill: Vowel Team igh/y, Week 3 
Instructional Day:  Four 

Section Instructional Routine Time 

Warm-up 
Activities 

Review Activity:   Flash Card Drill – Working in pairs, students will practice words with 
previously taught skills 
 Word List:   whip, sand, boat, Nate, chin, thin, fit, hat, lute, graph, lot, shack, slip, crab, grill, 
brat, class, flag, clue, snack, scat, spike, stand, bath, chump, she, shut, or other grade level 
appropriate Dolch list words 
 
 

2 min. 

Phonological 
Awareness and 
Articulation of 

Skill 

Activate Phonemic Awareness:    If additional practice is needed, see 
previous lessons. 
 
Articulation:   
 
 

If skill is secure, then spend this time in text application. 

3 min. 

Letter-Sound 
Correspondence 

Letter sound Correspondence:  If additional practice is needed, see 
previous lessons. 
 
Word List:  
 
 

If skill is secure, then spend this time in text application. 

2 min. 

Word Reading 
Blending Routines 

(sound-by-sound or 
continuous) 

Word Reading List:   shy, spy, Ty, fly, why, by, high, nigh, thigh, bright, flight, night, fright, 
might 

I Do:  Using word cards, the teacher will model a closed sort by choosing, thinking aloud to blend 
and placing 2-3 word cards under the correct category in a wall pocket chart. 
We Do:  The teacher will select another card and guide the students as they think aloud, blend, 
and decide under which category the word should be placed.  

You Do: In pairs with small pocket charts, students will complete a closed sort 

5 min. 

Word Work 

Word Building Words:   shy, flight, night, Ty, spy, fly, by, sight, thigh, bright, fright, why 

I Do:    Using Elkonin boxes and manipulatives, the teacher will model graphing the phonemes by 
placing a manipulative in each box to represent a sound in the word shy and in the word night. 
We Do:   Together, students will map fly and bright. 

You Do:   Students will work with individual boxes and manipulatives and graph the phonemes in 
each word as the teacher pronounces it. 

5 min. 

Dictation 

Ty had a thigh that was a sight. 
Why do you spy on me? 
Ty will fly at night. 

3 min. 

Text Application 

1. Read story two. 

10 
min. 



 

Explicit Instruction for Phonics Intervention 

Skill: Vowel Team igh/y, Week 3 
Instructional Day:  Five 

Section Instructional Routine Time 

Warm-up 
Activities 

Review Activity:  Flash Card Drill – Working in pairs, students will practice words with 
previously taught skills 

 Word List:  whip, sand, boat, Nate, chin, thin, fit, hat, lute, graph, lot, shack, slip, crab, grill, 
brat, class, flag, clue, snack, scat, spike, stand, bath, chump, she, shut, or other grade level 
appropriate Dolch list words 
 

2 min. 

Phonological 
Awareness and 
Articulation of 

Skill 

Activate Phonemic Awareness:  If additional practice is needed, see 
previous lessons. 
 
Articulation:  
 

If skill is secure, then spend this time in text application. 

3 min. 

Letter-Sound 
Correspondence 

Letter sound Correspondence:  If additional practice is needed, see 
previous lessons. 
 
Word List:  
 

If skill is secure, then spend this time in text application. 

2 min. 

Word Reading 
Blending Routines 

(sound-by-sound or 
continuous) 

Word Reading List:   shy, spy, Ty, fly, why, by, high, nigh, thigh, bright, flight, night, fright, 
might, fit, hat, sand, boat, Nate, chin, ship, whip, thin 

I Do:  The teacher will model an open sort while thinking aloud about categories and words to fit 
within those categories. 

We Do:  Together the students will begin another open sort and decide new categories. 

You Do: In pairs or groups of three, students will complete an open sort. 

5 min. 

Word Work 

Word Building Words:  shy, flight, night, Ty, spy, fly, by, sight, thigh, bright, fright, why 

I Do:    Using Elkonin boxes and manipulatives, the teacher will model graphing the phonemes by 
placing a manipulative in each box to represent a sound in the word shy and in the word night.  After 
each word is mapped, the teacher will write the word on a white board. 

We Do:   Together, students will map and write fly and bright on individual white boards. 

You Do:   Students will work with individual boxes and manipulatives and graph the phonemes in 
each word as the teacher pronounces it. Once the word is mapped, students will write the word on 
individual white boards. 

5 min. 

Dictation 

It was a bright sight on the flight. 
Ty will spy on me and fly in the night. 
Why am I too shy to fly? 

3 min. 

Text Application 

1. Read story three. 
2. Formative Assessment:  Student should read targeted skill words with the goal being 95% 

accuracy.   10 
min. 



 

Explicit Instruction for Phonics Intervention 

Target Words For (Vowel Team igh/y) Stories 
 

 

Story 1 Story 2 Story 3 
Skill Specific 
New words 

(10-14)* 

Skill Specific 
 New Words  

(5-7) 

Skill Specific 
Words From  

Story 1  (5-7)* 

Skill Specific 
New words 

(10-14 words)* 
shy sight Ty Sly 

flight thigh fly fry 
night bright  my  

Ty fright  right 
spy why  light 
fly    
by    

* Due to a limited number of 
words for this skill, fewer 

words have been included in 
passages. 

   

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

 



 

 

Explicit Instruction for Phonics Intervention 

Instructional Focus: Vowel Team igh/y, Week 3 

 

Story Number: 1 

 

 

Ty at Night 
Ty likes to spy at night.  Ty will find a bug on a path at night. Ty 

can see a bird in flight at night.   Ty would like to be a bird in flight at 

night.   Ty would like to be a bug on a path at night.  Ty likes to spy 

at night.  

When day comes, Ty is shy.  He does not like to spy when it is 

day.  Ty is shy around the bugs he can spy in the day.  Ty is shy when 

birds fly by. Ty is too shy to spy in the day.  



 

Explicit Instruction for Phonics Intervention 

Instructional Focus: Vowel Team igh/y, Week 3 

 

Story Number: 2 

 

 

Fly on His Thigh 

When Ty went up the path to play, he saw a fly.  The fly was 

bright green.  The fly sat on his thigh.  What a sight! Ty could not tell 

why the bright green fly was on his thigh.  

The fly on the thigh of Ty was a fright.  Ty did not want to see a 

bright green fly on his thigh.  Ty did not want a fright.  The fly was a 

sight Ty did not want to see. 

Ty went back down the path.  The bright green fly left his thigh.   



 

Explicit Instruction for Phonics Intervention 

Instructional Focus: Vowel Team igh/y, Week 3 

 

Story Number: 3 

 

 

Sly Likes Cake 

Sly likes cake.  She likes to fry a cake in a pan.  Sly will fry a big 

cake in her pan.  To fry the cake, Sly will flip on the light so she can 

see.  Sly wants to get it right.  Sly does not want a bad cake.  

Sly says, “I will use my best pan to fry a nice cake.  It will be 

yellow and red. But I must see to fry.  I will flip on the light to see to fry 

a cake.” 

Sly will fry a cake for her mom and dad too.  Sly says, “I will use 

my best pan to fry a cake for my mom and dad.  I will fry a blue 

cake for them.”   


